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RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM DR. STEVENS. 
More Baptisms. 


Rangoon, May 12, 1866.—On the last 
Sabbath in April nine persons were bap- 
tized in the baptistery of our brick chap- 
el—five young people connected with 
Burmese Christian families, three Karens 
from the village of Ma ngay, where is a 
branch of our Burmese church, and one 
Mailrassee woman, wife of the Teloogoo 
preacher who leads worship for the Ta- 
mil and Teloogoo members of our Eng- 
lish church. We are thankful for these 
tokens that the seed of the gospel is not 
cast away, but is bringing forth fruit to 
salvation. e 


Blessings on Native Labor. 

29.—Last Sabbath I had the pleasure 
of witnessing my son administer baptism 
in the baptistery of our brick chapel to 
six candidates of three different races. 
Three were Chinamen, one a Burmese 
woman, and two Karen women. The 
husbands of two and a brother of one of 
the women had previously been baptized, 
and these were all of the village of Ma- 
ngay, where the assistant Ko Shway Aek 
resides. The Lord has blessed that man 
in his work. He first heard the gospel 
at Kemendine while Mrs. Ingalls resided 
there, but was not baptized till after her 
removal to Thongzai. The first fruit of 
his labor was his aged mother; then one, 
and another, and another were graciously 
added, until eighteen had been baptized. 
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Of these, two have died in the faith, three 
have been excluded, and now one is un- 
der a cloud. He is regarded as the elder 
of that branch of the church; but he 
needs much more knowledge of God’s 
word to qualify him properly to feed the 
flock of God. 


The Chinese Converts. 


The Chinese converts, I am happy to 
say, continue to give us encouragement, 
and others are before us as candidates 
for baptism. One of the first baptized 
was recently app inted by the native 
Missionary Society to look after the rest 
and preach to his unconverted country- 
men; and J] am happy to add br. Han- 
cock has commenced a Chinese Bible 
class for their benefit in connection with 
the Burmese Sabbath school, as my son 
has a class of Teloogoos and Tamils in 
connection with the English Sunday 
school. 

Presentation of a Bible to the King of 

Burmah. 

Mr. A. Abraham, our Armenian con- 
vert, has recently been to Mandelay, 
partly on private business and partly to 
preach the gospel. On reaching the 
city, where he has a daughter and son- 
in-law, he was anxious to be presented 
to the king, who had formerly known 
him, and to take as his present a quarto 
Burmese Bible, which he had obtained 
of br. Simons, of Prome, for that pur- 
pose. His Armenian friends, however, 
and others endeavored to dissuade him. 
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He insisted, nevertheless, adding a box 
of candles to the Bible, fit, he said, to be 
an accompaniment, as both are to give 
light. 

The king received him very kindly, it 
seems, and not only took the Bible, but 
at once opened it in the beginning, and 
began to read and to converse upon it 
familiarly with one of the ministers, who 
himself was evidently somewhat familiar 
with it. After the interview, which last- 
ed about an hour, the king rose to retire, 
and was about to take up the Bible, when 
his nephew moved forward to take it for 
him. “Well” said he, “you take it and 
read it, and read it also to me.” All 
present were greatly surprised that the 
king so favorably regarded the Bible, and 
it became the signal for many who wish- 
ed to take our books, to apply to Mr. 
Abraham for them. Thus many por- 
tions of the Scriptures were distributed 
in the palace, and many persons called 
also at Mr. Abraham’s lodging to supply 
themselves. While therefore it is not 
well, doubtless, to put confidence in 
princes, we will nevertheless rejoice in 
this, that a Bible is in the hands of Bur- 
mah’s king, and some of its Divine words 
have met his eye ; and in consequence of 
his momentary favor, many have taken 
that word to their houses, where, if God 
will, perhaps, especially if Christians 
pray for this object as we should, it will 
become a source of saving light unto 
many. 


LETTER FROM MR. ROSE. 
Fitted for the Work. 

Rangoon, May 5, 1866.—I have fin- 
ished my work in the jungle for the pres- 
ent. I returned the last of April from 
Thongzai, Mrs. Ingalls’ place. Br. Craw- 
ley had just been there before me, and 
also to Letpadau, the most northern sta- 
tion of Mrs. I.’s field. It had become so 
late in the season and so hot, I thought 
Mr. Crawley could not venture the long 
journey overland; but I think I may 
conclude that neither heat nor cold, fire 
or water should be reckoned as obstacles 
to Mr. Crawley when in pursuit of a good 
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cause. If he had been made on purpose for 
a Burmese missionary, I don’t see how he 
could have filled the niche better. 


Touring. 


During the past year I have travelled 
more than two-thirds of the time. Com- 
mencing the first of May, I was away 
from home till into September, making 
full four months during the rains. Com- 
mencing again the middle of November, 
I have continued without interruption 
till the end of April, making more than 
five months during the present dry sea- 
son. I go out to-day to spend the Sab- 
bath and be absent three or four days; 
then I intend to put my boat under cov- 
er for the present. The weather is hot; 
the first showers are coming on; the vil- 
lages will be muddy and abounding with 
odors not promotive of health or pleas- 
ant sensations. After the rains get fully 
in, I hope to spend two or three months 
more in the jungle. 

During the year I have been twice to 
Tsanuway and Thongzai, and once to 
Letpadau (Mrs. Ingalls’ field), three 
times to Taultet, half way to Tsanuway, 
at the junction of the Haing and Baulay 
rivers, where there are some Christians. 
The larger villages on the Baulay and 
Haing I have visited once, twice and 
some, three times, during the past year. 
I have been to Maubee and the villages 
in that direction, twice to many of the 
larger villages within one tide of Ran- 
goon. Ihave been twice to the city of Bas- 
sein, once in the rains, going via Twan- 
ty, Kyek-ton, Kyeik-lat, Phya-pong, Bog- 
alay, and so on through the lower or south- 
ern part of the Bassein district, once in 
the dry season, when I spent a month 
with br. Douglass among the large towns 
of the northern part of the district. I 
have been once to Henthada, twice to 
Nyoungdon, and Pantanau, and once to 
Thou-khwa, in company with Dr. Ste- 
vens and son ; once to Pegu, and once up 
the Pazoon-doung river as far as we can 
go by boat in the dry season. These two 
last-mentioned trips were made in compa- 
ny with Dr. Stevens. 
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This will give an idea of the routes 
and distances travelled. Most of the 
larger villages on these routes have been 
visited once or more. I have always had 
one native preacher, and some of the time 
two, with me. We have visited hundreds 
of villages and thousands of families. We 
have taken their religion to pieces be- 
fore them, and shown it to be false and 
worthless. Many have confessed it to be 
so. We have preached to them the God 
and Saviour of the Bible; we have given 
tracts and portions of Scripture when we 
had reason to believe they would be read 
and notdestroyed. Many assent tomuch 
that we say. Why, then, have so very 
few turned from their dumb idols to serve 
the living God ? 


Unexpected Trial of a Convert. 


10.—I came in yesterday from Kot- 
teyah. I spent the Sabbath with some 


Karen Christians at Tet-thet, where they | 


have built a little zayat. A Burman, who 
had asked for baptism a short time be- 
fore, came with his wife. After much 
conversation with him, I promised to 
visit his village on my return from Kot- 
teyah. I wished to find out more fully 
the feeling of the Karen Christians with 
regard to him. On my return I stopped 
at his village, and spent the afternoon and 
evening. The people of the village near- 
ly all came to hear ag to see the teacher 
from 3 o’clock till sundown. Many seem- 
ed to listen with interest. We sat in the 
shade of the house on mats spread on the 
bank of the river. At sunset I turned 
to Moung Pay and said, “Do you now 
wish to be baptized?” His wife and 
children and many of his neighbors were 
present, and every eye rested upon him. 
He hesitated and hung his head, and 
seemed troubled. He then said, ‘“Teach- 
er, my wife and children are not pleased 
that I should embrace this religion; but 
I believe in the one eternal God. I can 
never again worship Gaudama or his im- 
ages. I believe that Jesus Christ can 
save from sin. I want to be baptized.” 
It was a trial he had not expected,—to 
be baptized in his own village and before 
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his own people. I told him, if his mind 
was not fully made up, to wait. He 
said it had been made up for a year, and 
he did not want to wait any longer, if I 
was willing to baptize him. 

It is rarely a pleasure for me to bap- 
tize, there is so much anxiety and doubt. 
It wasso in this case. The Karens think 
well of him, and many of the signs are 
good. He came to my house a short 
time ago to ask for baptism. I did not 
recognize him. He said I was at his vil- 
lage twice, once about a year ago, and 
again last year; and through what he 
heard and by means of the tracts I gave, 
he soon gave up his heathen worship, and 
after awhile began to worship the eternal 
God. His knowledge is very limited, he 
having till recently only read two or three 


tracts. 
Causes of Gratitude. 


Where are the scores and hundreds 
that have confessed to the falseness of 
Buddhism, and have professed to believe 
ih the eternal God? Much seed has 
been sown the past year. To the labor- | 
ers among the Burmans,—though they 
are but few,—generally, it has been 
a year of health and activity and hope- 
ful labor. I think we have reason for 
fervent and special gratitude to God for 
the exemption from illness and other hin- 
drances to our work. This is true of 
nearly all the missionaries in Burmah. 

The Pressing Want. 

I have distributed more than 500,000 
pages of tracts the present year, besides 
the Scripture reading, i.e., The Life of 
Christ and the Digest, and the Gospels of 
John and of Luke, and the Acts of the 
Apostles. I feel more deeply than ever 
that our great want is the Spirit of God. 
O that all who desire the triumph of the 
gospel among the heathen would unite 
in more earnest and importunate prayer 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


LETTER FROM MR. CARPENTER. 
- Reminiscence—The Theological School. 
Rangoon, May 12, 1866.—As I write 
the above date, it reminds me that just 
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three years ago this afternoon we landed 
in Burmah. It has been the shortest 
three years of my life. 

We began school May Ist, with forty- 
three scholars present. Ten have come 
in since, making in all fifty-three, of 
whom thirty-five are old scholars, and 
eighteen are new ones,—a very promis- 
ing class, mostly from Bassein, connected 
with the churches that br. Beecher has 
been obliged to leave so suddenly. A 
few more were intending to come, but 
whether they will come now is quite 
doubtful. We are now well under way, 
and hope to be blessed in our work the 
coming year. 

We are introducing a very simple mon- 
itorial system, which, we hope, will se- 
cure greater regularity and other impor- 
tant results. 


Missionary Concert in Rangoon. 


Last Sabbath we held our first month- 
ly concert of prayer for missions, for the 
regions beyond. For while youcan pray 
at the missionary concert for our work 
here as part of the field foreign to you, 
we must remember those who are outside 
of these established centres of light, who 
are foreign to us,—the Kyens, the Shans, 
the Karens of Zimmay, the Siamese and 
the Chinese. The meeting was quite full 
of interest, and we hope the close of the 
year will show an increase of missionary 
spirit among the young men. At the close, 
a contribution of nearly ten rupees was 
taken up,—which is quite equal to what 
we used to give at the monthly meetings 
of the Society of Inquiry in Newton. 


New Dormitory. 


Our new dormitory,—“Dormitory No. 
1,”—is ready for occupancy. It will ac- 
commodate thirty pupils very well. It is 
every way thoroughly made, and, though 
plain, will present a creditable appear- 
ance. The lower story of brick needs to 
be re-pointed with mortar and white- 
washed ; but the rains are upon us now, 
and it will have to be deferred till next 


dry season. 
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LETTER FROM MR. HANCOCK. 
Advancement in the Work. 


Rangoon, May, 1866.—The work of 
missions, “in one view of it, is much like 
an experiment, a thing of chance ;” in 
another, viewed from a different stand- 
point, it is fullof interest. Iam in a po- 
sition to notice interesting changes, im- 
provements and advances. From the 
first of my arrival in India I have given 
my attention to some of the changes 
which have been made, and are still in 
progress, since I was here before. A su- 
perficial observer would say that every- 
thing was just as it was a hundred years 
ago. But when the curtain is raised so 
that we can get a sight of what is beneath 
the surface, there is very much to encour- 
age the hopeful laborer for missions. The 
volume of light is vastly increased, and 
truth, God's instrumentality for the reno- 
vation of mankind, is now permeating 
the whole country. Heathenism, idola- 
try, and all principles antagonistic to 
pure Christianity, are luxuriant. But 
the purposes and promises of God are 
“absolute.” He will not be foiled, and 
ewe may labor with assurance. 


Zenana Work in Calcutta. 


I was very much interested in the fact 
that in Calcutta there is in existence an 
organization of ladies for the instruction 
of the higher classes of females, whose 
seclusion and the former prejudice 
against their association with the whites 
prevented their being taught to read. 
This prejudice is being demolished, and 
they now eagerly seek the advantages of 
a knowledge of letters. 


Encouragement in Burmah. 


One fact in connection with our la- 
bors in Burmah shows that truth is mak- 
ing progress here. Yesterday a young 
man came in and purchased a Burman 
Bible. Twenty-five years ago such a 
thing was not thought of. Few days pass 
when we do not sell Karen or Burman 
books. Twenty-five years ago the first 
business of a newly-fledged missionary 
was to load himself down with books and 


tracts, and sally forth with a—*Will you 
accept a tract or a book ?” to every man 
he met. Surely the world moves. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM KAREN PREACHERS. 


Bassein, Burmah.—To our beloved 
brethren in America, pastors, elders, and 
all disciples of Christ. 

We, the pastors and Christians of Bas- 
sein, send a Christian greeting. May the 
grace of God abide with you. Beloved 
brethren, we desire to make known to 
you a little of our present condition. 
We cannot forget the great grace brought 
to us by you at the first. We constantly 
remember the time when teacher Abbott 
first came to us. His coming caused us 
great joy and satisfaction. From the 
death of our beloved teacher until now, 
we have never been so happy and stead- 
fast as before, and in some things we 
have retrograded. At first the schools 
in town and in the villages diminished ; 
in some of the villages, schools have long 
since ceased to exist. Secondly, the 
number of persons willing to go and 
preach to the heathen has decreased. 
Thirdly, conversions from among the 
heathen do not increase ; they have near- 
ly stopped. Fourthly, the love of the dis- 
ciples generally to the Saviour is less, and 
they appear not to have the same pleas- 
ure in serving Him as formerly; tbus 
they seem retrograding year by year. 

Beloved brethren, this state of things 
is very hard for us. We Karens do not 
understand ; we cannot devise; we have 
no power; we are a feeble people, and 
have as yet very little strength to do for 
ourselves. We therefore desire, beloved 
brethren, to. ask you a few questions. 

What are teacher Abbott’s two sons 
doing? How are they living? How 
employed? Are they not worthy to do 
the Lord’s work? We have hoped they 
would remember the work their father 
lett here. We express our wish in this 
matter, but we cannot bring it to pass of 
ourselves. It must be decided as you 
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think suitable fer us. The teacher now 
with us, teacher Beecher, says he cannot 
remain long among us, but a new teacher 
will come to take his place.* We feel 
that one missionary is not enough for 
Bassein. We need two or three Ameri- 
can teachers all the time. We want one 
man to teach English, and one man for 
teaching the Bible and other books in 
Karen, and one man to have the super- 
intendence of the churches. One man 
cannot supply our necessity; possibly 
two might do; but, dear brethren, our 
wants are so great we cannot, unaided 
by you, provide for them all. We are 
still weak, and there is still much pover- 
ty among us. We therefore entreat you 
to remember and help us. 

The churches here in Bassein have 
many things to do for themselves. They 
have the Home Mission Society to sup- 
port for one thing, and the English Insti- 
tution for young men and women for an- 
other.t They have also the schools in 
the villages to support; besides they 
have all their pastors to support. These 
things we must do; and as we cannot do 
all we desire to have done, we write to 
tell you, dear brethren, and pray you to 
remember us and send some one to help 
us. 

When you have received this our let- 
er and considered its contents, we beg 
you to bear with us and let us know 
whether you will try and send us one or 
two missionaries or not. 

Please answer us. May the blessing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen. 

Signed, ‘ Pastor Oo Kai, 

Mou Ya, 
“« Sau Kwa, 
* Too Thah. 
“ To Leo. 

*Mr. Douglass says in a foot-note—‘‘Rev. 
Mr. Scott and wife have arrived since this was 
written, and taken charge of the Anglo-Karen 
school.” 

+tThis school numbered, according to the Re- 
port of 1864-5, 92 pupils. The Karen church- 
es paid for its support 2,068 rupees. Mr. Scott, 
who presides over it, is, we presume, an Eng- 
lish minister. 
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HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 


Lost Journal. 

Henthada, May 4, 1866.—About the 
first of April last, I communicated 4 jour- 
nal of atour made by myself with my 
family to Donabew, and the country be- 
tween Henthada and that city. Iyester- 
day heard that the steamer which took 
my letter from Rangoon was wrecked on 
the Alguada reef, a few miles south of the 
mouth of the Bassein river. I believe 
no lives were lost. I find it quite im- 
possible for me to reproduce that jour- 
nal, as my memoranda are now de- 
stroyed.* 

While on that tour Mrs. Thomas re- 
mained mostly in four central places, 
while I itinerated among the heathen 
and visited among the Christians. I vis- 
ited eleven churches during that tour. I 
found reason to rejoice and occasion for 
grief. 

Ordination of Shway Au. 

I think I wrote in November last about 
the ordination of Sah Po to the work of 
the gospel ministry. I now have the 
pleasure to report the ordination of 
Shway Au. I arranged to have both 
Sah Po and Shway Au ordained on the 
sime day in our city chapel. But the 
latter was providentially prevented from 
being present. He however came to me 
while on the Donabew tour. Hence a 
council for the ordination of this man 
was convened at Kyu-ta-nau, where were 
collected four ordained men, ten unor- 
dained Karen preachers, and two Burman 
preachers. There were also delegates 
present from ten churches. 

The ordination took place on the last 
Sabbath in December. The services 
were in three languages, Sgau Karen, 
Pwo Karen, and Burmese. The text, 
suggested perhaps by the youthful ap- 
pearance of the candidate, was from 1 
Tim. 4 :12—“Let no man despise thy 


youth.” 
Narrative of Shway Au. 


It has been just ten years since Shway 
Au has been a Christian. When bap- 
*See Mag. for Aug., p. 331. 
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tized, he could hardly have been more 
than fifteen years old. His experience 
was full of interesttome. Ihave watch- 
ed this young man during his studies with 
peculiar interest. He is a member of one 
of our very best families, a family which 
exemplifies the gospel in their lives. 

When Shway Au began to study, or 
first suggested the idea of his coming to 
Henthada to study,*there was a struggle 
on the part of his parents. The father 
expected this, his only son, would work 
his fields for him when older. But Shway 
Au, after a friendly talk and prayer with 
his parents, “gave himself to the Lord,” 
as he expressed it. His mother also con- 
secrated him. His father was finally glad 
the consecration was made. 

On conversing with a young man, a 
relative of Shway Au, about the latter 
being ordained, and if he thought his pa- 
rents were willing, the reply was, “Yes, 
his father and mother long since gave 
him to God; they will be glad to have 
him ordained.” 

A short time after the ordination, I 
asked him to preach on Sabbath after- 
noon in our large city chapel. The ser- 
mon was wonderful for two things, sim- 
plicity and power. Among the congre- 
gation were his parents. I know, I think, 
a part of the feelings of their hearts. 
Yes, Dr. Lyman Beecher's foster pa- 
rents, Mr. and Mrs. Benton, could not 
have been so cheered when Lyman first 
preached before them, as were these pa- 
rents of the youthful minister. 


Karen Pastors and their Fields. 


Shway Au’s church is on the east side 
of the Irrawadi, fifty miles from Hen- 
thada, near the Yoma mountains. He 
has the four churches on the mountains 
under his care, and some little churches 
in the plains quite near his place. 

Sah Po has for his diocese a region on 
the same side of the river, but fifty and 
seventy miles to the north of Shway Au, 
where there are already eight churches. 

We now have nine Karen pastors, or- 
dained pastors, in this mission; but we 
still need two or three more. Nay, we 
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still need fifty more. For we shall never 
be satisfied until every church has its or- 
dained pastor, and until every church 
supports theirown preaching. But th 
are still the days of small things. We 
now greatly rejoice, and now mourn and 
sigh. Souls are being converted, but all 
are not firm in the faith. But the prom- 
ise of God standeth sure,—The Lord 
knoweth his own, and He will keep them 
through faith unto salvation. 

This work of preaching and raising up 
the ministers for these churches must be 
carried on. I beg the Committee not to 
wait until the only missionary here is no 
more among the living, before sending a 
man. 


JOURNAL OF MR. CRAWLEY. 
Laboring from House to House. 


Henthada, May 14, 1866.—“From 
house to house” is the mode of work best 
adapted, probably, for all mission fields, 
certainly for Burmah. It lacks, indeed, 
the enthusiasm, the pleasurable excite- 
ment which are caused by a large pro- 
miscuous assembly, where a multitude, 
impelled by curiosity or by a variety of 
motives, pres; together to hear the claims 
of a“new religion” enforced. But the 
loss in this respect is more than compen- 
sated by the thoroughness and efliciency 
with which, by the quieter plan, the 
preacher is enabled to make known his 
message, meet objections, and correct 
mistaken views. 

The past two months have been devot- 
ed to the prosecution of this plan of la- 
bor, and the following journal of a few 
days may serve to show the character of 
the work and its importance. 

March 14.—A walk of twomiles brought 
me to the place where the day’s work 
was to begin,—a large house in which 
were collected some twenty men and wo- 
men, who had come together to submit 
some trifling matter of dispute to the ar- 
bitration of the master of the house, by 
common consent a “wise man” or “elder” 
among them. I was received with all re- 
spect; the matter which had brought 
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them together was laid aside, and all lis. 
tened while for an hour Christ and his 
salvation were set forth. The majority 
expressed a desire to read for themselves 
what [had been preaching, and I had 
much satisfaction in giving each one of 
them a tract ; for nearly all had passed 
middle age, and the gravity of their faces 
and manner gave an assurance that the 
books would be read and pondered. 


Christ Preached in an Idol’s Presence. 


At the next house a large marble im- 
age of Gaudama, placed conspicuously 
in front of the house, proclaimed the man 
of the house to be a candidate for the hon- 
ors of “P’ah-t’ga” ship, that is, to be call- 
ed always hereafter, not by the name 
given him in childhood, but “the layman 
who has offered a god” or idol. Taking my 
seat on the narrow platform, built around 
the image for the reception of offerings, 
I looked about for some one to address ; 
but the idol, blandly looking down at me, 
was my only companion. Better pulpit 
from which to preach could not be de- 
sired ; and, opening a “hyee-zee,” a tri- 
angular-shaped brass instrument (much 
used by the Burmans in their worship to 
announce that they are, or just have been, 
engaged in devotion) hanging before the 
image, I struck it several times with the 
wooden hammer provided, and soon had 
a group of listeners about me, including 
the P’ah-t’ga himself. At first he was in- 
clined to stand on the defensive, and as- 
sumed a hard and cold manner accord- 
ingly. A few pointed remarks, however, 
soon produced a change of attitude, and 
he listened with candor and attention 
while I spoke of the living God, and the 
universal human need of one able to save. 
Having given tracts, which were readily 
received, I passed on. 

The next house boasted a similar adorn- 
ment with the one just mentioned, an idol 
of the same size, but somewhat less ex- 
pensively ornamented. This P’ah-t’ga 
made no defence of his idol-worship, save 
to remark that it was “the custom of his 
fathers.” A man of intelligence, it was 
obvious that he understood enough to be 
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able to see the folly of idolatry, and as 
obvious that no power but the Spirit 
could turn him from the observance of 
the “customs” of his people. 


Aspect of the Hearers. 
15.—Gave away an unusual number 
of tracts. A large majority of those to 
whom I spoke appeared to be interested, 
and asked sensible and pertinent ques- 
tions; but a few opposed with a captious 
disposition and evident desire to annoy 
and perplex me with “hard questions” on 
the providence of God, the origin of sin, 
the social and other iniquities of men, 
etc. Iendeavored to preach the gospel 
in its simplicity, and to show that the 
first duty of man is to be reconciled 
to God through his Son, Jesus Christ. 


Tender Mercies of Buddhism. 

16.—Had an illustration of the tender 
mercies of Buddhism. In an old idol 
house, containing a number of dilapidat- 
ed and time-defaced images, lay an aged 
man, lonely, sick and destitute. He had 
once been a priest ; but disease incapavi- 
tating him for performing the duties of 
his office, offerings ceased to be made, 
and from sheer fear of starvation he was 
compelled to throw aside the yellow robes 
and assume again the garb of a layman. 
Death had swept away every friend and 
relative, except a daughter and her hus- 
band. They live in a distant village, 
and, though aware of his miserable con- 
dition, they neither come to see him, nor 
call him to live with them. He is within 
three years of four-score, and is so for- 
lorn and hopeless that he longs for death, 
knowing that it will release him from the 
physical ills under which he groans, and 
ignorantly willing to run the risk of a 
hereafter. One remark he made is note- 
worthy, as illustrating the Buddhist sys- 
tem. “Why not wish todie? Ihave no 
money. I live on charity. I have no 
means whatever of adding to the stock 
of merit which I may have attained; so 
is it not better that I should die and be 
done with it?” In as clear and simple 
language as I could command, I told him 
of the salvation ‘‘without money and 
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without price,” and gave him a tract 
which would serve to deepen any im- 
pressions he may have received. 


Race from India. 


Reached a quarter of the town where 
the Pou-nahs, some twenty houses, have 
congregated. These people were origi- 
nally from India, but have dwelt for many 
generations in Burmah. They are brah- 
mins, and they have apparently preserv- 
ed their religion from Buddhist adultera- 
tion. Many of them can read Burmese. 
The pinzaing, a species of mint, is found 
planted and carefully tended before each 
house, and is regarded with great rever- 
ence ; because, they say, God dwells in 
it when He descends to earth. Quite 
civil, but not very communicative. I 
could do little more than leave with them 
some of the simplest tracts, after pointing 
out to them that God could not be ap- 
proached by man without a Mediator. 

17.—Near Pou-nahs. Fell in with their 
teacher, as they call him,—an old man, 
who, having some knowledge of books, 
is looked up to by them asa spiritual 
guide. I endeavored to learn from him 
something definite concerning their re- 
ligious views, hopes, &c.; but he could 
tell me nothing more than that the god 
they worshipped is eternal, self-existent» 
ete. Observing that some of them did 
not wear the shradh, or sacred thread, 
around their necks, I inquired why. They 
replied, finding it impossible to attend to 
all the bathings and ablutions required, 
they had lost caste. They were, how- 
ever, by no means outcasts, but occu- 
pied, apparently, the same standing so- 
cially as the rest of their people,—the 
result, probably, of long residence among 
the non-caste Burmese. 

Knowirg that in my beat to-day I 
should come to the Myo-oke's (native 
magistrate’s) house, I had brought a 
bound volume, containing a copy of near- 
ly all the Burman tracts which have been 
printed. This he received with many 
professions of gratitude for my interest 
in him; professions, which, being well 
acquainted with the man, and knowing 
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that though very polite and affable, all 
his sympathies are against Christianity, 
I was able to value at their true worth. 


Impression Received from the Tour. 


What now, in a few words, is the im- 
pression received from this, my latest, 
experience of contact with the Burmese 
mind and heart? This—that though 
Buddhism has done its work well in 
making the Burman a finished Pharisee, 
he is yet so far prepared to receive the 
gospel, that he is generally quick to see 
and candid to confess the absurdities of 
the system which Gaudama taught, and 
the excellence of Christianity ;—that 
nevertheless, until the sword of the Spir- 
it pierces his soul and quickens his con- 
science, convincing him that he is hope- 
less and helpless, he will remain as he is, 
“treasuring up wrath against the day of 
wrath,” and that, therefore, the want, as 
the hope, of Burmah is the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. “O Lord, revive thy 
work.” 


MISSION TO THE SHANS. 
LETTER FROM MR. BIXBY. 
The Saukoo Slave Boy. 


Toungoo.—About one year ago a stran- 
ger came to me and asked to be admitted 
to our school, whose nationality at first 
puzzled me. He was dressed like a Bur- 
man, and spoke Burmese well, but with a 
peculiar brogue, which of itself satisfied 
me that he was not a Burman ; and then 
his figure and his features strongly mark- 
ed him as belonging to some unrecogniz- 
ed tribe. 

His History. 

Careful inquiry brought out the fact 
that he came from Ava, where he had 
been for several years a slave in the fam- 
ily of a Burman prince; in early boy- 
hood his father and mother died in Que- 
tsa-blow, a settlement in the Saukoo 
country near Shwa-nau-ghee, and Yaya, 
the young and wicked chief, sold him, as 
he had many others, and he was carried 
to Ava by a Burman governor, and pre- 
sented to one of the princes. 
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When his master died he made his es- 
cape, and with many changes and varied 
fortune found his way to Toungoo. Hear- 
ing that I had been up among his people, 
he came to inquire about them, and final- 
ly concluded to take up his abode with 
me. We were deeply interested in his 
history, and consented to take him as a 
pupil. 

The chief who sold him was notorious 
for his wickedness; but he had frequent- 
ly heard the gospel from our lips, and he 
had resolved with his people to build a 
chapel and apply for a teacher. 

The chapel was built, and several times 
messengers were sent for the teacher; 
but my young men were afraid of him, 
The whole country in that region was 
convulsed with intestine feuds, and no- 
body felt secure. 


At length the people sent me word 
that if I did not send a teacher, they 
would burn the chapel down. I saw it 
was a critical time with them. I knew 
the gospel faithfully preached would 
tame them ; for it is the power of “God 
and the wisdom of God unto salvation,” 
and the salvation too of just such men. 
An earnest effort was made, and Moung 
Shway Lay, a young man baptized by me 
on the mountains, May 22, 1864, consent- 
ed to go. 

The reader will hear from this village 
again soon. I tried to persuade Moung 
Youk, the slave boy, to go up with Moung 
Shway Lay to see his kindred. He said 
he had two brothers and two sisters, but 
he did not know what had become of 
them; he did not dare to trust himself 
there alone, but would go up with me. 
Further inquiry brought to light the fact 
that one sister was living with the chief 
as his second (living) wife, a sort of slave, 
and the other, whose husband had died, 
had been sold as a slave to a man living 
in Karenee. The chief of Lapet Ing, 
Moung Shwa Yah, government agent 
for the Geckhos, our first guide to the 
land of Geckho, when he heard of this, 
followed the man and redeemed her, tak- 
ing her to his own village and home, 
which is much nearer Toungoo. 
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In my late visit to Lapet Ing, spoken 
of in my last letter, I had the pleasure to 
see the meeting of this long lost brother 
and sister. It was very affecting. It 
showed me clearly that the wild tribes 
have not lost all natural affection. She 
had heard that her brother was coming, 
and when I came into the village, she was 
looking for him in the light of expecta- 
tion and excitement. Her dark, search- 
ing eye scanned from head to foot every 
native that came up, and a restless shake 
of the head showed that she had not found 
the right one. At length she settled down 
on one in whom she saw something famil- 
iar, even after ten years of separation ; 
but he did not recognize her. She 
was pointed out tohim. Their tearful 
eyes met, and they gazed at each other. 
Not a word was spoken, not a move was 
made. There was in her face an indes- 
cribable look of wonder, and mournful 
pity mingled with joy. I think they did 
not speak for half an hour. Then inqui- 
ries began, and I heard their earnest 
voices as late as 12 o’clock, relating the 
changes that had come over them within 
the last decade. 


Mystery Solved—Strange Occurrence. 


A few evenings later, at a village far- 
ther north, while I was preaching, a per- 
son came in to an adjoining room where 
this young man was preparing forme acup 
of tea. There was an immediate excite- 
ment of so peculiar a kind as to disturb 
the meeting; there was low, exciting 
conversation, with alternate laughing and 
crying. I was afraid some one was ill, or 
that some accident had happened. But 
why should they laugh so? And if there 
was occasion for such laughter, why such 
crying? The mystery was soon solved. 
An elder brother had heard that the poor 
slave boy was free, and that he was com- 
ing after a few days with the teacher; 
but he could not wait, and therefore came 
on to meet us, and had just come in. 
What seems strange about it is the fact 
that this brother is stone blind, that he 
came a journey of two days on foot and 
alone, through a dense jungle infested by 
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tigers and bears and wild elephants, with 
only a foot-path, which branched off so 
frequently as to be difficult for a man 
with both eyes, who does not know the 
road. And yet he succeeded in finding 
us. He said he had often been far away 
in the direction which it was said this boy 
was carried when he was sold, to see if he 
could find any trace of him, and not one 
word had he heard for ten years. Now 
he received him as one from the dead. 

So overjoyed was he, that he gave vent 
to his feelings in alternate crying and 
laughing. 

By Whom Educated. 


Ihave been thus particular in relating 
these incidents, for if they are not inter- 
esting now, they may be in later years. 
For if Ido not mistake the indications 
of Providence, this poor slave boy will 
yet be, under God, the means of liberat- 
ing some of his poor, blind, wretched 
countrymen from the worst forms of hu- 
man slavery. He came to me about the 
time that Dr. Mills, of Salem, informed 
me that some of his young friends had 
set apart some money for the education 
of a youth under my care; therefore I 
think those dear young friends have some 
claim to him. Let them think of him as 
their pupil, and pray to God for him. 

Possibly he may sometime be their mis- 
sionary. I have not baptized him; but 
he declares his faith in the Lord Jesus, 
and gives some evidence of a change of 
heart. The strongest proof I see against 
him is this; he often boils over with in- 
dignation against his chief Zayee, and 
says sometimes that he will punish him 
for all his cruelty to him and to his fam- 
ily. But the chief is, I think, truly pen- 
itent for those cruelties, and a brighter | 
day has already dawned upon his people. 


Memorable Day. 


The last Lord’s day in December, 
1865, will be a memorable day to the 
people of Kyah-maing. The readers of 
the Magazine will recollect that this is 
the place where we spent our first Sab- 
bath when we made our first attempt to 
penetrate the Shan country, and that I 
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remarked then that possibly the result of 
that day’s labor would be the establish- 
ment of a church there. On the above- 
mentioned day I baptized there seven- 
teen converts, all adults, and organized a 
church. There are many more who 
seem to be almost, if not altogether, the 
Lord’s, and I doubt not additions will 
soon be made to the church of such as 
shall be saved. I baptized two old men, 
nearly seventy years of age, who had 
been Buddhists, and several aged women, 
all of whom seemed to be happy in the 
Lord. The examination continued two 
days, was thorough and very satisfactory. 
. Among the baptized was a young man 
from Toungoo, the son of Major Martyr, 
who came up with me to rest and see the 
Lord’s work. The father of this young 
man was brought to the Lord Jesus by 
the devoted missionary, Mrs. Wade, many 
years ago, in Tavoy, and ever since has 
been a good friend to missionaries. 

Now his son, who occupies a good place 
for usefulness in the court here, comes .for- 
ward with much promise to labor with us 
in the vineyard of the Lord. 

He speaks Burmese very well, takes a 
deep interest in our work, and proclaims 
the truth himself without fear. May the 
Lord keep him and make him a great 
blessing. 

It was necessary for me to be in Toung- 
00 at the beginning of the month; so we 
rode on a distance of forty miles on Mon- 
day, the first. Moung Pho Moung and 
Moung Ong had continued preaching in 
the town and to strangers, and reported 
some interesting cases. We are making 
efforts for all classes of men here. Con- 
versions are not numerous, but the leav- 
en is working, we think, even among the 
Burmans. 

Visit to Saukoo. 

I remained at home two days, and on 
Thursday started for the Saukoo coun- 
try, the slave boy being my only travel- 

ling companion. My assistants and cool- 
ies had arranged to meet me at Shwa- 
nau-ghee. 
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After three days of hard work, swim- 
ming our ponies across the Sitang river, 
riding through narrow and tangled foot- 
paths, crossing muddy streams, threading 
our way through dark ravines, climbing 
high mountains, scaling precipices, fol- 
lowing up the beds of streams, and gal- 
loping over hill and dale and through 
jungly plains, we arrived at Shwa-nau- 
ghee Saturday evening, a distance of 
about seventy miles. The people re- 
ceived us very cordially, and supplied 
our wants bountifully. Preached to a 
good congregation in the evening. 

Four candidates for baptism, including 
the chief, Neeglai, were examined and 
approved, with the exception of the chief, 
who has some domestic matters to be dis- 
posed of before I can baptize him. The 
ordinance, however, was deferred, hoping 
that all would soon be made right, and 
they would go forward together. 


Contrast. 

Preached three times on Sunday, and 
married Moung See-dee, the teacher, to a 
sister of Kyouk Koung, the first chief. 
She is one of the candidates for baptism, 
and a very interesting woman.. Her fa- 
ther was one of the chiefs unjustly seized 
by the police of Toungoo some years ago, 
who died in the Toungoo jail before the 
facts in the case were fully known, and 
for which, with other damages, the gov- 
ernment very justly made reparation af- 
ter my first perilous visit among them. 
What a change has come over this peo- 
ple! Two years ago they were ready to 
run me through with their spears, be 
cause I was a teacher ; now they are not 
only willing to receive a teacher and call 
him their own, but they are willing to 
give him in marriage the fairest of their 
daughters, and because he is a teacher. 
But there are some who are opposed to 
the truth, and give the teacher no little 
trouble. 

Thus it will be for the present every- 
where, else there would be no battle to 
fight ; and if there were no battle, God’s 
panoply, which so beautifies and honors 


| 
| 


400 


the Christian, would need to be laid aside. 
To all eternity we shall have occa- 
sion to thank God that we had such hard, 
self-sacrificing work to perform, such ter- 
rible battles to fight, such certain and glo- 
rious victories to gain. 

Boldly take the glorious field; 

We may fall—but must not vield; 


We shall write upon our shield, 
Victory, though we die! 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON. 
Normal School—Mountain Boys. 

May 1, 1866.—Our normal school is 
accomplishing a good work. We have 
now a better class of boys. They came, 
wild, rude mountain boys, wholly unused 
to discipline, restraint or routine, but are 
lately applying themselves closely to their 
school duties, and give us great satisfac- 
tion. A very wild but interesting moun- 
tain boy, twelve days distant (beyond 
Assaloo), having heard that mountain 
boys were learning, presented himself. 
Mrs. Bronson and I have our hands full 
of interesting work daily, in dropping 
the seeds.of truth into the minds of these 
wild boys, who are, no doubt, to be the 
carriers of the gospel to their hills. 
When such interesting lads present them- 
selves at the mission house, can we refuse 
them? No. Will our friends at home 
help us to keep and teach them ? 


CHINESE MISSION OF BANGKOK. 


LETTER FROM DR. DEAN. 
Preaching Understood by the People. 
Bangkok, May 6, 1866.—This day has 

been one of gladness with us. In the 
morning I went to the chapel with a dis- 
tressing headache, the result of a bad 
tooth, after a sleepless night, and was 
disposed to leave the preaching to the as- 
sistants. But as this was the day for the 
Lord’s Supper, and several Chinese were 
lingering about the banks of Jordan, I 
was impressed to give them a faithful 
exposition of some of the first principles 
and saving doctrines of the gospel, and 
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the Master graciously carried me through. 
One of the old members who came home 
with me to lunch expressed his satisfac- 
tion with the discourse, and assured me 
that all, both the members and strangers 
present, must have understood it per- 
fectly. 

These voluntary assurances sometimes 
prove encouraging, since those who have 
so often heard the gospel are so stupid 
and ignorant of the truth that the preach- 
er is tempted to think that they cannot 
understand him. 


Preaching of Native Assistants. 


This much is truae—the foreign teacher 
is generally listened to with more atten- 
tion, and, if he is understood, he conveys 
more matter in fifteen minutes than a na- 
tive ordinarily does in halfan hour. Then 
the natives are so fearful of bringing out 
the truth when it cuts the prejudices of 
the people,—such as glossing over the ig- 
norance and infidelity of his countrymen 
by stating that Confucius would have 
worshipped Jesus Christ, if he had not 
lived before Him, and that Jesus Christ 
was the same as the “Sovereign Ruler” 
worshipped by his countrymen general- 
ly, while there is not a word of truth in 
either statement. 


The Lord’s Supper—Chinese Experiences. 


This morning we met the Chinese 
church at the Lord’s table, and found it 
a season of refreshing, having the Mas- 
ter’s presence. The church members ex- 
pressed briefly their experience for the 
season since we last met, some of them 
being several days distant. Then some 
four or five, not yet baptized, expressed 
their views and feelings on the subject 
of worship to Christ. One Chinaman 
said he had some old idols in his house, 
but did not think them of much use ; still 
he was afraid to cast them out. Another 
said he had not worshipped an idol for 
many months, and believed in Christ, 
but did not understand much of the 
doctrine. Another said he had been 
corrupt so long that his corruptions still 
stuck to him, though he had turned to 
Jesus. Another said he had heard the 
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doctrine for years, but he was afraid to 
express his thoughts on the sacred sub- 
jects. Another, in our employ, said he 
admired the doctrine, because he had a 
much nicer time since he came here to 
live than ever before. My little boys 
said they prayed daily to become Chris- 
tians, but could not do it. 

The collection after Supper amounted 
to four ticals, one slung fuang. 

We then sung a hymn and went out, 
rejoicing in all the joys of the day and 
the goodness of the Lord towards us. 
There appears a growing humility, mu- 
tual love, and sense of personal respon- 
sibility in the church. Some of the 
members manifest a growth in knowledge 
and piety which is very encouraging. 
One man, baptized not a year ago, made 
an address to-day that would do honor 
to any church member at home. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 
The Progress of Christian Grace, Slow. 
Ningpo, May 3d, 1866. — That the 
good work is really advancing every 


year in an accelerated ratio is an 
evident fact; still it advances so slow- 


ly, and there are so many drawbacks, 
that I am kept very humble ; and when 
I rejoice, it is with trembling, and some- 
times I feel much discouraged. By slow 
progress I refer not so much to thé num- 
ber of converts as to their growth in 
grace. I have been looking and longing 
for a development of more faith and love 
in their hearts, of a higher spiritual life ; 
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit up- 
on them. A few drops like dew, seem to 
have distilled upon them, but there has 
been no shower, no outpouring. A 
scorching sun of worldliness seems soon 
to overpower it. Sometimes I fear that, 
were foreign missionaries removed from 
the field, Christianity would die out with 
the present race of Christians. At pres- 
ent we have a goodly number of sincere, 
and, considering the circumstances, con- 
sistent and firm native Christians ; some 
are weak and some have fallen. 
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Obstacles to be Resisted. 


The progress of Christianity every- 
where and anywhere in this world, and 
especially in heathen lands, is against a 
powerful current downward. But I 
think that in this land that current is 
stronger than in most heathen countries. 
There probably is not a nation on the 
globe where custom wields such a power- 
ful influence. What gives such a pecul- 
iar weight to it here is an antiquity of 
thousands of years, and a most dense 
population. Every usage of society, no 
matter how absurd, from time immemori- 
al has been law, and the community is so 
dense and vast, and society is so com- 
pact, that every popular custom sweeps 
like a resistless flood everything before 
it. When a convert comes out and re- 
nounces the old heathenish customs in 
sincerity, the example and voice of mil- 
lions around him cry out against him, 
and against the new sentiments and 
practices that he has adopted. Some are 
too weak to resist them long, and others 
fall victims to vicious and immoral cus- 
toms, led on by their own inveterate vi- 
cious habits. Under these circumstances, 
is it strange that we groan and cry for 
the power of the Holy Ghost ? 

For the above reasons, and because of 
their natural indolence and want of 
moral courage, native preachers in Chi- 
na, I fear, would make but poor head- 
way if left to themselves. For many 
years yet, the foreign missionary will be 
required to lead the way and direct the 
work. 

The Station at Kinghwa. 

This leads me to remark respecting the 
Kinghwa mission, that from what I no- 
ticed last autumn, and from letters since 
received from there, it is evident that the 
presence and superintendence of a for- 
eign missionary are required in order to 
its healthy and vigorous growth. Mr. 
Jenkins is now on a visit there. 


The Work in Europe.—The Future, 


I have been much interested in the ac- 
count of the Board meeting in New 
| York, in December last, and the history 
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of the mission in Sweden. The work of 
God in Europe seems progressing glori- 
ously. O that the churches may realize 
the high vocation to which God calls 
them, and discharge faithfully the duties 
demanded of them by the circumstances 
of the age. 

The inquiry has rested with great 
weight upon my mind ever since peace 
was declared, will the people of God 
who had their benevolent sympathies so 
wonderfully developed by the circum- 
stances of the war, now turn the tide of 
those sympathies into channels to save a 
perishing world? Or, will they let sel- 
fishness and worldliness obstruct their 
flow, and contract them down to their 
old, low, narrow bounds? ‘The increas- 
ing demands of both home and foreign 
missions, I trust, will prevent the latter 
result. Let pastors ever keep it before 
their people that though the “ slave hold- 
ers’ rebellion” is put down, Satan’s en- 
mity and the world’s rebellion against 
God are not yet put down. Though the 
blacks of the South are freed, the great 
majority of our fellow men are still the 
slaves of sin and the devil, and are 
groaning beneath the tyranny of igno- 
rance and heathenish superstitions. 
Though the soldiers in camp and on bat- 
tle-fields no longer require the aid of 
“ Christian Commissions,” yet the sol- 
diers of the cross on many a moral and 
spiritual battle-field, require greatly in- 
creased aid from Christian churches. 


Baptisms—Heathen Preachers. 


At my last visit to Chusan, a month 
since, two were baptized, and two were 
excluded. The station at Siaw-saw, 
seems promising. Next Sabbath I ex- 
pect to baptize three or four persons at 
Ningpo. One is a literary young man, 
who was formerly a member of the Ro- 
man Catholic church. He has given me 
in writing his views of Christian doctrine, 
&e., which are very clear and correct. I 
baptized a young man at Jih-z-kong about 
two months since, who is alsc a literary 
man and school teacher. Iam now em- 
ploying him as my private teacher. Two 
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or three are requesting baptism at Wau- 
ka-den. 

In a former note I made some mention 
of a rare thing at Ningpo, viz., heathen 
men preaching, or as they say, “ exhort- 
ing men to be good.” That still contin- 
ues at various heathen temples, alternate- 
ly. Their exhortations relate chiefly to 
good manners, common _ honesty, (which 
all here lack to a degree that cannot be 
realized by those brought up in Christian 
lands), ancestral worship, and reverence 
for the gods. Their rewards and punish- 
ments are all in this world, though often 
they are after death, when the spirit is 
occupying the bodies of men or animals 
in their metamorphosed state. They for 
the most part ignore the existence of a 
Supreme Ruler, referring providences to 
the gods. They have large congrega- 
tions, and the effect is, on the whole, to 
confirm them in their idolatry and hea- 
then blindness and superstition. They 
sometimes denounce Christian preachers, 
and though they do not declare it, I be- 
lieve the design is to counteract, if pos- 
sible, the effect of Christian preaching. 
Evidently, incessant Christian preaching 
in the city and vicinity, has produced 
much effect upon the minds of the peo- 
ple, and some feel called upon to defend 
their old customs. There are but four 
such teachers at present. 


MISSION TO FRANCE. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEPOIDS. 
The Work at Chauny. 

Paris, May 10, 1866.—Having return- 
ed from a trip to Chauny, I must com- 
municate the results, that Imay keep our 
friends posted in our affairs. 

I was blessed in my journey in various 
respects, although finally my heart was 
pained. I found the church encouraged 
since our temple was reépened. Itis now 
well attended, not only by the brethren, 
but also by the Catholics, who are begin- 
ning to come to listen to the gospel ser- 
mons of br. Cadot. We hope with the 
blessing of God that this religious liberty 
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will be accompanied with a wide spread 
revival of religion. 

The Sabbath school is well attended. 
The children are very ambitious to learn 
their verses of Scripture which are re- 
quired, together with a large number of 
verses besides in other parts of the word 
of God. Some of the dear children ap- 
pear extremely well disposed. 

The Work in Paris. 

The work in Paris proceeds as usual. 
Our little upper room, so difficult for 
strangers to find, so inconvenient for the 
hearers, is nevertheless nearly filled every 
Sabbath. But we feel more and more 
the need of a chapel at Paris to give char- 
acter to our work, and we depend more 
than ever upon the Lord and upon our 
brethen to furnish us what is wanting to 
advance the kingdom of Christ and to 
bring souls to Him. 

Some who have attended our evening 
meetings the past winter at the house of 
br. Dez encourage us. Some of them, 
we think, are converted, and others are 
not far from the kingdom of God. 

In another quarter of Paris, where I 
have myself opened meetings the past 
winter during the evenings, we also have 
encouragement. We are likewise enjoy- 
ing a blessing at St. Forget and Mesnil; 
meetings every third Lord’s day in the 
month, and some are preparing for bap- 
tism. 


LETTER FROM MR. BOCILEAU. 
Report from the Church in Lyons. 

Laftre, May 21, 1866.—I have just re- 
turned from a visit to the church at 
Lyons, which, as before stated,* was re- 
organized some monthsago. I found the 
brethren a little sad on account of their 
isolation, and very anxious to have among 
them a pastor, or at least an evangelist. 
They think if they had a minister and a 
place of worship, they should soon see 
their number considerably increased. I 
am unable to say whether their hopes are 
well founded ; but I believe if there were 
at Lyons a pastor of our denomination, 


*See Mag. for Sep., 1865, p. 258. 
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many members of the former church and 
some of the evangelical church, holding 
Baptist principles, would join our breth- 
ren. There is also without doubt a work 
to be done among the Catholic popula- 
tion, so numerous and so demoralized. 

I passed two Sabbaths at Lyons, and 
both in the morning and afternoon I saw 
collected around me in the humble abode 
of one of the brethren, not only the mem- 
bers of the church, but also twenty other 
persons, many of whom seemed well dis- 
posed. A young woman, who seems to 
have been awakened under a sermon of 
br. Lepoids, has made a declaration of 
her faith before the church, and been re- 
ceived as a member. She would have 
been baptized last Sabbath, together 
with her mother, who is a pious woman, 
if Ihad been able to remain at Lyons. 
But I was desirous of returning tomy own 
field, and the baptisms have been post- 
poned till my next visit. 


Baptists in St. Etienne. 


Learning at Lyons that there were 
some Baptists at St. Etienne, I went 
thither and had the joy of finding gath- 
ered together (it was Ascension day) a 
little congregation of twenty or twenty- 
five persons, to whom I had the happi- 
ness of preaching the way of life. There 
is achurch there of fifteen members, most 
of whom are recent converts. The histo- 
ry of their conversion greatly interested 
me, and gave me a new proof of God’s 
infinite compassion. Many of these breth- 
ren had been unhappily persons of licen- 
tious character, like almost all the labor- 
ers in St. Etienne. But they have been 
washed, they have been sanctified, they 
have been justified by the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God, 
and are now endeavoring to glorify Him 
who has so greatly loved them. 

The pastor of the evangelical church 
bore an honorable testimony in regard to 
them. They have hired an upper room, 
in which they meet twice every Sabbath, 
edifying one another as well as they can 
by prayer and meditation on the Word 
of God. They were beginning to be dis- 
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couraged, but my visit, which seemed to 
them providential, relieved them and in- 
spired them with new courage. They 
wished to take advantage of my presence 
among them to have a church meeting, 
in which they disciplined one of their 
number who was cut off for slander. 
He had been reproved several times 
with no good result, and the brethren 
thought his connection- with them a re- 
proach and dangerous. 

These brethren were baptized by a 
Neo-Baptist*, who has not failed to teach 
them his errors and to induce them to ac- 
cept them. But they were not slow in 
acknowledging the authority of the Di- 
vine Word, and in confessing and re- 
nouncing them. They are now estab- 
lished on principles of truth, and entirely 
in harmony with us as to baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper and church government. 
I gave them all the counsel and direction 
which seemed necessary, and they prom- 
ised to follow my advice. They would 
be very glad to have a pastor established 
among them, or at least to receive fre- 
quent visits from one. 


Baptisms in Prospect. 


Isaid the church in St. Etienne num- 
bered fifteen members; but I must add 
that, God willing, there will soon be 
more. Indeed, on the next ordinance 
day there will be, to be baptized, three 
men residing in a village three leagues 
from St. Etienne. ‘These men,—whom I 
saw at our meeting on Ascension day, and 
with whom I conversed, have been for 
some time converted from Catholicism. 
One of them has been, and is still, vio- 
lently persecuted by his wife. I offered 
to baptize them, but they preferred to 
wait a little while, that by prayer and 
meditation they might prepare them- 
selves to discharge this solemn duty ; and 
I could not but approve their purpose. 

*Mr. Dez says, “We name Neo-Baptists in 
France those who believe that it is in the bap- 
tism itself, received with faith, that the Holy 
Spirit is given; and that there is no true Chris- 
tian, no true conversion, without such a bap- 
tism. There are in France and in Switzerland 
Baptists holding these views. . 
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There are also, as it appears, Baptists 
in the vicinity of St. Etienne, to whom I 
have promised to introduce our brethren. 
There is a most promising field of labor 
there. God grant that laborers may be 
sent to them. 

During my absence, the husband of 
one of our sisters was taken away by 
death. Mr. Cadot, of Chauny, attended 
the funeral. The hearers, who were in 
considerable numbers, were serious and 
attentive. I have learned that a good 
May some 


impression was produced. 
have tasted the word of grace. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEMAIRE. 
Result of Deficiency of Laborers. 


Cuise-la-Motte, May, 1866.—In my 
letter dated Jan. 17,* I spoke of Soissons, 
where I was permitted to preach the 
gospel to hundreds of people at a funer- 
al. Feb. 15, I was called to attend an- 
other funeral, where there were more 
hearers than before. At the cemetery 
an old man said, “I have been told that 
the Protestants do not believe in God; 
but this gentleman does nothing but 
preach of God and of Christ.” 

But that which I foresaw has come to 
pass; not being able to place an evan- 
gelist there, nor to go thither very often 
myself, the Protestant Pedobaptists of 
Soissuns, who would have been very 
glad a year ago to have a Baptist labor- 
er, have made application to the Evan- 
gelical Society. This Society will occupy 
the place, and station there a teacher- 
evangelist. I begged them to wait. 
They answered, “* When the iron is hot 
it is time to strike, that the minds of the 
people were excited, and that it was ab- 
solutely necessary that some one should 
reside there and have achapel.” I could 
do no more than I had done already. 

The Dying Soldier and Catholic Charity. 

On the 17th of April I was called to 
visit a dying soldier at the hotel Dieu. 
I was called at midnight, and set out at 
one o'clock, A. M., arriving at Soissons 

*See Mag. for May, p. 139. 
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at five. Ihad scarcely been five min- 
utesin the room where the soldier lay, 
when tne Sister Superior came and 
asked me if I had permission to come in. 
I replied that I had come to Soissons, 
and had felt impressed to speak a word 
concerning Jesus tothe dyingman. She 
told me I had no right to do it, that I 
must have a permit from the command- 
ant of the place,—and she entreated 
me to leave. I spoke of her want of 
charity, that this man was going to die 
in less than an hour. I reminded her of 
the annoyances he had suffered for many 
days from a priest and several sisters, 
how they had covered him with crosses, 
which he threw from him, how they 
threatened him with the penalty of 
hell if he would not confess, — and 
the like. She told me that she herself 
disavowed these manoeuvres. 


Seeing that it was impossible for me 
to remain, I went to the commandant of 
the place. It was six o’clock. His ser- 
vant told me to come again at seven. I 
did so. But when they learned who I 
was and why I wanted to go into the 
hotel Dieu, they told me to come again 
at half past eight, and they would see. 
I replied that I was obliged to leave 
Soissons by the boat at eight o’clock, 
that the soldier needed consolation, &c. 
They were still deafto my words. Then 
I went to the colonel’s with the hope of 
accomplishing something; but unfortu- 
nately he was not to come in again until 
eleven. So I was obliged to leave Sois- 
sons without being able to visit a dying 
fellow creature! This is Catholic charity. 

But worse still, the soldier’s wife, for 
he was married,—who had accompanied 
me to the hotel Dieu, was stopped at the 
door after my departure, and forbidden 
to goin again to see her husband, and 
the door locked behind her. Before I 
took the boat, I saw heragain. She was 
inconsolable. I read and prayed with 
her, which calmed her a little. On leav- 
ing, I begged a friend to endeavor to ob- 
tain a permit from the commandant to go 
and read a chapter with the soldier. The 
permit was refused him, on the pretext 
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that he was neither a pastor nor a dis- 
tributor of charity. 

Leaving Soissons to visit a dying sister 
fifty-two kilometres off, I was obliged to 
say to the friends that perhaps it would 
not be well to rely upon me for the fu- 
neral; since they had already anticipat- 
ed another pastor, it would be well to 
write him again. 

Infringement of Religious Liberty. 

‘This pastor attended ; there were near- 
ly 2000 persons present, as they wrote me 
some days afterwards. The pastor be- 
longed to the Free church. A pastor of . 
the National church came to open at once 
a place of worship, and to impose himself 
upon the field. But some of the Protes- 
tants said they wished to remain indepen- 
dent ; that there were at Soissons Bap- 
tists, Lutherans and Independents, and 
that they would receive any pastor who 
should come and preach to them Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God and the Saviour 
of sinners. 

They pressed me to visit ‘\:om, saying, 
“You know we love you, ani we know 
you well enough to prefer you to the Na- 
tional pastor.” The widow also wishes 
much to see me. She reads and prays so 
constantly that they are obliged to force 
her to take rest. 

It is said that in the regiment which is 
in garrison at Soissons, the colonel, a com- 
mandant and a captain are Protestants, 

So I shall continue to visit this town, or 
certainly it will be well to do so. Who 
knows but the Lord will give us there an 
abundant harvest ? Only my health is 
shaken. My long journeys on foot (of- 
ten forty miles) and the numerous meet- 
ings in winter have weakened me. My 
physician says I must go and drink the 
waters in the Pyrennes,—two hundred 
leagues from this,—which is impossible. 
He forbids me to speak much. I asked 
him if I ought to give up preaching for 
some time. He said it would be better ; 
however, I might continue, but not speak 
long atonce. Fortunately I can now put 
myself to less fatigue. We no longer 
have evening meetings, and visits are 
obliged to be less frequent on account of 
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the labors of the field. So I have only 
the meeting on the Sabbath. 
Help in Time of Need. 

In a late letter I remarked that a room 
had been offered in Pierrefonds for our 
worship, but that the church, being al- 
ready under a heavy burden and poor, 
I did not dare to hire it. The Lord saw 
our situation and came to our help, put- 
ting it into the heart of an English friend 
to send me more than enough to pay the 
rent for one year. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord! We have met there twice, 
on Sunday, April 5, and on Ascension 
day. May the Lord still grant us his 
blessing. 

I have not asked authority of the may- 
or. I prefer to wait. I hope they will 
let us continue without saying anything. 

We have a new family at Montigny, 
six kilometres from Cuise. They are well 
disposed, and all come to our worship— 
the father, mother and three children. 
One of the children was about to go for 
the first time to the communion. His 
mother threw his catechism into the fire, 
and he is now learning verses from the 
go*pel and reciting them at the Sabbath 
school. God willing, I think we shall 
have evening meetings there next winter. 

I also spoke of a laborer who wished to 
serve the Lord. This man has been struck, 
—wounded, even ; his courage has been a 
matter of rejoicing to us. But for some 
time he has been looking back. He has 
been frightened. 


LETTER FROM MR. CRETIN. 
A Discouraged Church. 

Denain, June 13, 1866. — Returning 
home from our pastoral conference in 
Laftre, I went down to Bertry, where 
we had formerly a pleasant Baptist 
church, but by apostacies it has been 
discouraged and ruined. Through a 


misunderstanding they expected me the 
preceding Sabbath, and they came in 
vain four times on the railroad to meet 
me. I had not been at Bertry before 
for twenty-one years. 


Mission to France. — Letter from Mr. Cretin. 


[ October, 


I found there some faithful members 
who have not bowed the knee to the na- 
tional church, and others who are waver- 
ing, but they have not had their children 
sprinkled. They said to me, “ If, after 
the departure of Mr. ——, the Baptists 
had continued to visit us, the church 
would have been preserved and might 
have gone on increasing; whereas na- 
tionalism has destroyed the vitality that 
existed, and has given nothing in its 
stead.” The ruin of religious vitality in 
the churches has demonstrated to the 
people that they have gained nothing, 
but have lost everything. They mourn 
for the former days. They begged me 
to give them a Sabbath from time to 
time; and as I could not do this, I prom- 
ised to visit them when it should be in 
my power, or on a week day. Many will, 
however, come to meet me on the first 
Lord’s day in July. 

Sympathy and Co-operation. 

1 visited a great number of families 
and was everywhere well received, al- 
though a number of them are not Bap- 
tists, and the most influential are even 
opposed to baptism. Mr.——, who 
controls and directs things there, said, 
“The Baptists cannot talk about any- 
thing but baptism.” I found this man in 
his garden, and was received by him with 
coldness. Learning that he had to 
make out an invoice of goods, I told him 
I would spend the evening with one of 
our friends. He said, “ Our church is 
not yet dedicated; but as the people 
worship in one of my buildings, I offer it 
to you.” We had about sixty very at- 
tentive hearers. After the meeting, all 
the people pressed my hand and thanked 
me. Mr.—— himself said to me, “You 
did me good. I wept. You have com- 
pletely comprehended our situation. I 
thank you. Come and spend the Sab- 
bath with us; you will do us good. 
There is much to be done among us.” 
He offered me a lodging, saying that the 
pastors and strangers generally went to 
his house. I thanked him, for I had al- 
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ready engaged myself at his nephew’s, 
who, I had heard, was favorable to us. 

The next day I made other visits, and 
took my leave of Mr. ——, who seemed 
to me to be a devoted Christian, ardent- 
ly desiring the salvation of souls. He 
said to me, “ My business calls me to 
Paris, but as my absence would be an 
injury to the work, I live here.” And 
as the nationals have not been the means 
of promoting revivals in the region, he 
was grieved and unwilling to take the 
lead among them. All who have gifts 
to edify can hold meetings in the chapel; 
he Limself was unwilling to read a litur- 
gy. He has established meetings for 
prayer and conference, with the design 
of promoting a revival. He said to me, 
“ Advise me what to do to secure a revi- 
val of religion among us. I amalarmed 
and afflicted to see the life of God dis- 
appearing from among us. WhenT see 
a soul turn back to the world, which has 
been admitted to the church, not as 
among the nationals, but after having 
made a solemn profession of faith, — my 
heart is wounded.” I saw him weep. 
He did not know how to leave me. He 
remained with me till I entered the car- 
riage. He begged an interest in our 
prayers, that God would send his Holy 
Spirit to convert souls. 


Dedication and Baptisms. 


The 6th of June, we were to havea 
quarterly feast at Anzin. The first ser- 
vice was the opening of the new place of 
worship. Bad weather prevented many 
from coming. The second meeting was 
preparatory to several baptisms. We ex- 
pected candidates from Denain, Flives 
near Douai, and Presau. We had 
only those from the latter place, six in 
number. It was a delightful occasion. 
Many tears of joy were shed. Both the 
candidates and many of the hearers wept. 
Their happiness and joy were expressed 
in tears. This shows the difference be- 
tween Christian joy and the empty joy 
of the world. 

A widow lady, sixty-nine years of age, 
made a beautiful, simple and touching 
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declaration of her faith. With tears she 
related how she had been in darkness 
sixty-six years, and how God had receiv- 
ed her at the eleventh hour. As she 
went down into the water, she sang with 
a trembling voice the beautiful words, 
Jesus, on thy dear faithful arms, 
My sinful self I cast; 
’Tis in thy sovereign grace I hope, 
To save my soul at last. 

The next candidate was a poor widow 
of fifty years, who at the first proclama- 
tion of the gospel was gained over to the 
cause of God, and who has suffered per- 
secution for the name of Christ. She 
was suddenly taken ill before her bap- 
tism, but was not willing to defer it. 
Undoubtedly the heat of the weather 
and her own emotion acted unfavorably 
on her system. Her simplicity and cour- 
age were admirable. 

The third was a widow, forty-four 
years of age. She was so deeply affect- 
eda year since at the baptism of her sis- 
ter, that from that day she has been pre- 
paring for the same ordinance. She re- 
linquished all labor on the Sabbath, and 
has surmounted all the obstacles thrown 
in her way, to prevent her from serving 
the Lord. She used to go every week 
to help the sacristan clean the church of 
Valenciennes. When the dean heard of 
her change, he became furious. He at- 
tacked her in the open street, reproved 
her, and forbade her to set her foot with- 
in the church. That which made him 
the more furious is that it had been pro- 
claimed in a sermon in his church that 
all the Protestants were becoming Cath- 
olics. The sacristan blamed her for ae- 
cepting such a bad religion. She lent 
him a New Testament, and the “ Short 
Extract from the Holy Scriptures for the 
Use of Catholics,” saying, “Read with at- 
tention, and then tell me what you think 
of my new religion.” He returned her 
the books without saying a word. In 
this new member God has given us an 
excellent sister. 

The fourth is a mason, thirty years of 
age ; his conversion was wonderful: one 
of those cases in which you see the fin- 
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ger of God. He shed many tears, be- 
fore and after his conversion. He is a 
devoted Christian. One of his cousins 
offered him money to aid him in estab- 
lishing himself as a master workman ; 
but he declined, it because he feared the 
temptation would be too great and that 
he might have to work on the Sab- 
bath. 

The two others are young cousins, sev- 
enteen years of age, and who have con- 
secrated their youthful hearts to God. 
One of them perhaps will one day be- 
come a laborer in the Lord’s vineyard. 
May God make him a living branch, 
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bearing fruit, for our churches and for 
heaven. 

We had before only two members at 
Presau ; now there are eight, and five 
or six others will shortly ask baptism. 
May God continue his work here and 
bring in a multitude of souls. Some of 
the Catholics of Presau have been heard 
to say, “The whole commune will one day 
become Protestant!” God grant such 
a blessing. 

The rest of the field is as usual. We 
of Heaven. 
in America. 


Pray for us, dear brethren 


MISCELLANY. 


PRAYER FOR MISSIONS A DUTY. 

Our readers scarcely need to be re- 
minded of the power of prayer over the 
heart from which it ascends, or over the 
Being to whom it is addressed. Every 
promise, every command of God having 
any reference to prayer, expresses or im- 
plies the fact that it is one of the moral 
supports of every righteous cause. There 
is, indeed, no assurance of success in any- 
thing relating to the supernatural king- 
dom of God, that is not informed by the 
spirit of prayer. There is no room here 
for theory or conjecture. We need take 
no man’s argument or testimony on this 
subject. We know upon the highest 
proof—that of our own consciousness— 
how prayer quickens and expands every 
affection. We know how it opens up en- 
ergies, capabilities and aspirations within 
us that we did not dream of. We know 
how it softens the sympathies, purges the 
sight, cleanses the motives, animates to 
action and strengthens for suffering. It 
makes itself felt in many things not dis- 
tinctively Christian or supernatural. It 
is everywhere full of power and blessing. 
Prayer enriched and ennobled the arts 
of imagination in the era of their great- 
ness. Prayer is the companion and in- 


spirer of knowledge, where it becomes 
health to the soul as well as power to the 
mind. Prayer gives to science a temper 
of modesty as well as a posture of 
strengtn, making it meek and patient in 
the presence of bounds which it may not 
overpass, and reverent towards mysteries 
which it may not solve. Prayer is a ton- 
ic, purifier and guide in all business and 
industrial interests. 

There is not a care, a duty, or an of- 
fice of ordinary life to which it does not 
sustain a practical relation. Everywhere 
it lifts man up to God and brings God 
down to man, securing to all finite plans 
conformed to the Divine will the bene- 
fits of infinite wisdom. But if prayer be 
guidance, blessing, and power in all these 
lower interests, how shall we speak of it 
in connection with interests which direct- 
ly affect the kingdom of Christ? Mis- 
sions are eminently a work of faith ; hence 
prayer is their vital breath. Missions are, 
above all, a work of love; prayer, there- 
fore, is the agency appointed of God to 
quicken that love by keeping us near to 
Himself, its living source. Missions are a 
test of the faith, zeal and endurance of the 
individual missionary, and of the sympa- 
thy, trust and goodwill to men of those 
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who send Him forth. Hence, prayer is 
the electric bond, which binds together 
the sent and the sender, and both with 
God. You know, dear reader, how we 
are commanded to pray the Father that 
his kingdom may come, and that his will 
may be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
You know how the Saviour exhorted us 
to pray that more laborers might be sent 
forth into the harvest, that the scattered 
tribes of the earth might again be made 
one, and restored to the likeness of God. 
But surely we need not multiply exam- 
ples of the mind of God our Saviour on 
this point. If there be any duty plainly 
put in Holy Scripture, it is the duty of 
praying for the great ends which the 
church seeks to accomplish by her mis- 
sions. And if there be any promises 
stronger than others, they ‘are those 
which assure to such praying the Divine 
blessing. 

Then there is the powerful effect upon 
the missionary himself of prayer ascend- 
ing from the whole body of believers. If 
he can feel that he is remembered and 
supported at Christian altars and firesides, 
that myriads of God’s people are upon 
their knees day by day interceding for 
him; if he can know that throughout 
the whole circle of Christian influence 
the cause which he advocates is being 
pleaded by countless tongues, he will 
know that the weak things of the world 
will, in his hands, become the strong 
things of Christ. Despair of his work 
cannot prevail; for he knows that the 
banded sympathies of the great brother- 
hood of Christ are behind him. He may 
be far out on the flank, skirmishing with 
the foe in darkness and alone; but there 
will be no thought of retreat or failure, 
because he is sure the main body of the 
Militant Host are near at hand and press- 
ing forward to his support. Why, we 
venture to say there is not a man sent 
out on missionary duty, at home or 
abroad, who does not feel as St. Paul 
felt, when he begged the brethren at 
Eph2sus to remember him as an ambas- 
sador in bonds at Rome, and entreated 
that prayers and supplications might be 
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made that utterance might be given unto 
him, so that he might speak boldly of the 
mystery of the gospel. 

But the influence of a more general 
and earnest remembrance of this cause 
in our prayers would be chiefly felt upon 
ourselves. Could clergy and people be 
brought to wrestle with God in this mat- 
ter as they ought, who doubts that where 
we have one herald in the field now, we 
should have ten? Where we receive 
one dollar, we should receive twenty ? 
Who doubts that if our actual feeling, 
our real desire could be raised to a level 
with our principles, the missionary life of 
the church would be virtually born 
anew? It is impossible that we should 
pray in earnest for a cause which, soon- 
er or later, we should not help with our 
might. It is impossible that the heart 
should be profoundly stirred, without 
moving the conscience some steps along 
the path of duty. 

It has been implied in what has been 
said that missions are not as often or as 
earnestly prayed for as they ought to be ; 
that the men and women whose lives are 
devoted to them, who toil in solitude, far 
away, oftentimes, from the great current 
of a pronounced and effective Christian 
sympathy, are not duly remembered; 
and that the various agencies employed 
at home to quicken and extend the zeal 
of the church are not energized and 
sanctified, as they should be, by the spirit 
of prayer. No one, it is presumed, will 
question the justice of these assumptions. 
Upon the extent of this grave neglect 
and upon many of its damaging conse- 
quences, it is not our purpose to dwell, 
for the present; we only beg that it be 
not matter of empty regret. Let the 
promise of amendment go with the con- 
fession of delinquency. Let the work of 
missions, wherever it goes on, be habit- 
ually remembered in the church, in the 
family, in the closet. Assuredly if there 


be anything we should entreat of God 
with one accord and with an almost pas- 
sionate fervor, it is that his best gift to 
man should be diffused over the whole 
earth.—Spirit of Missions. 
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PATIENT WAITING. 

The whole history of missions shows 
that the work at first proceeds from small 
and puny beginnings, which afterward 
acquire a slow, but sure and powerful de- 
velopment. We meet everywhere pain- 
ful commencements, almost imperceptible 
advances, long and apparently barren 
struggles, and then at last a victory given 
by the Lord himself, in order that no 
man may glory before Him. 

The people of God at home, as well 
as the missionaries abroad, have ever 
been called upon to exercise Christian 
patience. During the first fifteen years 
of the operation of the English Church 
Missionary Society, their missionaries 
could not report one communicant, and 
the whole income of the Society had on- 
ly reached fifteen thousand dollars. In 
Western Africa it was fourteen years be- 
fore one convert was received into the 
church; in East Africa ten; in New 
Zealand it was nine years before there 
was one baptism. In Burmah Dr. Jud- 
son labored seven years before he had 
one, and in Tahiti it was sixteen. Yet 
it is remarkable that in most of those 
missions where the faith of the supporters 
was peculiarly tried in the com- 
mencement, the success afterward has 
been most rich and abundant. What 
missions are now so successful as those of 
the Moravian brethren? And yet what 
missions have been tried as theirs have 
been? “We will never quit our post, not 
even if we should have to spend all our 
strength at it to no purpose,’’ wrote the 
brethren from Greenland, after four 
years of fruitless labor; and for many a 
long year afterward, it seemed as if their 
labor was in vain. In Labrador it was 
thirty-four years before there was any- 
thing like a turning of the people unto 
the Lord. In other fields, the faith of 
these ‘“unconquerable Moravians,” as 
Zinzendorf called them, was also sorely 
tested. A recently published sermon of 
one of the brethren contains the follow- 
ing statements on this subject: 

In Greenland the time of sowing in 
tears was long. The hearts of the 
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Greenlanders appeared to be harder than 
the grain of their own rocks, and colder 
than the ice of their own fiords, until at 
last Kajarnak, hearing the history of 
the sufferings of Jesus read, cried out, 
“What is that ? tell it me again.” From 
that time our brethren brought their 
sheaves with them with songs of joy ; the 
humble hut of unhewn stones and of 
turf, which they had five years inhabit- 
ed, is now replaced by the mission-houses 
of six stations; and the towers of six 
chapels rise from the midst of the snow, 
as so many witnesses to the great things 
which the Lord has brought to pass in 
this country. 

The inhospitable coasts of Labrador 
had three times repelled the brethren, 
after they had just established themselves 
thereon; the blood of a martyr bathed 
them before any success was obtained in 
speaking to the Esquimaux of the Sa- 
viour of poor sinners; and the missiona- 
ries labored during thirty-four years in 
the midst of a cruel isolation, before the 
wind from the Lord breathed with might 
upon this field of death, and before the 
dry bones lived again. 

At Surinam, a tailor’s workshop, di- 
rected by two brothers who were mas- 
ters of a few negroes, was the modest or- 
igin of the mission among the slaves of 
the colony: sixty-seven brothers and sis- 
ters, established at twelve _ stations, 
preached the gospel in 163 plantations, 
and studied the spiritual needs of 22,000 
negroes. This is the present state of 
things here. 

The mission in Australia dates from 
the year 1830. It already comprises two 
little churches of Papus, who are awak- 
ened, converted and transformed by the 
regenerating action of the gospel; it is 
prospering—it is giving birth to the most 
flattering hopes. But ten long years 
elapsed between the day when the breth- 
ren cut down the first tree to make them- 
selves a hut in the desert, and the mem- 
orable day of the baptism of the first 
Papu. 

In the south of Africa, George 
Schmidt planted a pear-tree on the site 
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of the delivery of his first Christian ser- 
mon. Ithad time to grow, and to become 
a mighty tree, before it was found possi- 
ble to build the first Hottentot church. 
During the last ten years the Thibetan 
Mission has been a very Benoni to the 
church of the brethren. Our laborers 
have persevered unintermittingly, con- 
stantly and faithfully ; but the heavens 
appeared to be of iron, and the earth of 
brass. No Thibetan as yet began to 
lend an attentive ear to the message of 
salvation. But the moment has now 
come when the Eternal’s word has re- 
sounded on the heights of the Himalay- 
as—‘‘Arise, shine, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord has arisen up- 
on thee.” About the end of the last 
year two Thibetans asked permission to 
be received into the church of Christ, 
and our brethren of Kielang, in celebra- 
ting the baptism of these first converts, 
forgot the sufferings of ten years of sus- 
pense to cry out, their hearts overflowing 
with gratitude and joy, “Hallelujah, the 
darkness is fleeing, the light prevails!” 
I might multiply these examples; but 
what I have said will be sufficient to 
show that the history of the grain of mus- 
tard-seed, a fundamental law of the 
progress of God’s kingdom, has been re- 
alized in a striking manner in the devel- 
opment of our missions, insomuch that 
we have been, as it were, forced to give 
up attributing to ourselves the successes 
obtained, and to cry out with a more and 
more intimate conviction, “Not unto us, 
O Lord, but unto thy name, give the 
praise.” — Spirit of Missions. 


NARRATIVE OF A CONVERT IN INDIA. 

The question has often been asked, 
“Do the devotees of superstition really 
believe the system they profess? Are 
they satisfied, or do they find it to be a 
lie?” Tholuck, in his tract on heathen- 
ism, answers, that, whatever may be true 
in other instances, the Greeks and Ro- 
mans had lost all faith in their mytholo- 
gies before the birth of Christ. Some 
others have been inclined to maintain 
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that there is an honest, conscientious 
Romanism, Brahminism and Buddhism. 
We believe that a falsehood is exposed 
by the lapse of time; that while it may 
be in vogue, it never yields to any one 
the fruits of the truth. Nevertheless 
Satan’s counterfeits are very skilfully 
made. 

The Rev. James Duthie sends to the 
London Missionary Society a case in 
point, calculated to illume this disputed 
matter. He writes of a chief Nyani, or 
teacher, of a high caste, who is at Na- 
gercoil, in the Travancore district, as 
follows :— 

“The way in which this man has been 
led gradually to the light of the glorious 
gospel is remarkable and interesting. He 
is a man of great influence and high re- 
spectability among his people, and I con- 
fidently expect that the step he has 
taken will be followed by not a few of 
his former disciples, three or four of 
whom have been for some months regu- 
lar attendants on our Sunday services. 
The statement read was as follows :-— 

“The early part of my life was spent 
in extreme indifference about my spir- 
itual concerns. It was not till the age 
of fifteen that I came to know that I had 
a soul, and that it was my duty to pro- 
vide for its eternal welfare. This con- 
viction daily acquiring strength, I solic- 
ited the instructions of a Guru, who gen- 
tly whispered in my ears the mystical 
syllables of the mantra, ‘Om, Na, Ma, 
SI, NA, YA,’ assuring me that, if 1] would 
continue to utter these words a certain 
number of times regularly every day, I 
should have my heart cleansed and my 
understanding enlightened. Placing im- 
plicit reliance on the words of my Guru, 
I used to recite the mantra regularly on 
three stated occasions every day, and 
even more frequently when opportunity 
offered, uttering the words one hundred 
and eight times on each occasion; but, 
as I experienced no change in my heart, 
I was filled with anxiety. and disclosed 
the anguish of my spirit to some of my 
friends. One day, when I was convers- 
ing with a friend on the subject, he re- 
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commended to me the use of the for- 
mula, ‘Om, S1, vA, yA, Na, MA,’ assert- 
ing that the former one I used, being 
too common, was not so efficacious as the 
one now mentioned, which would cer- 
tainly contribute to my advancement in 
piety. The suggestion was readily adopt- 
ed. I rose early in the morning before 
daybreak, went to the river, and, after 
performing the usual ablutions, uttered 
the new mantra one hundred and eight 
times, and hoping to render the occasion 
more solemn and effectual, 1 worshipped 
the sun twenty-one times, as follows: 


“Hart Om Stvavya— 

I worship thee, for thou art the light of my 
eyes. 

I worship thee, for thou art myself, thou art 
Brahma, thou art Vishnu, thou art Siva. 

I worship thee, that art Vedas and Shastras. 

I worship thee, that drivest round the world 
the single-wheeled triumphal-car. 

I worship thee, O divine Sun! that pervadest 
my understanding.” 


“While in this troubled state of mind, 
I chanced to meet an ascetic, who, be- 
coming acquainted with the anguish of 
my heart, said that in vain do men ex- 
pect to have their hearts purified who 
do not make use of the mantra, ‘Erum, 
Kuirum, Savum,’ sacred to Parvathy, or 
Sakthi (wife of Siva),and the hexalit- 
eral formula of the god Supiramanya 
(the son and Guru of Siva), viz., ‘Sa, 
Ra, Ha, Na, Bua, Va.’ I then re- 
quested him to initiate me into these 
mantras, which he did, requiring me at 
the sime time to perform the sacrifices 
and ceremonies prescribed. The fee and 
other presents to the Guru, the feast for 
entertaining him and my friends, and 
the ceremonies, etc., prescribed, cost me 
a great deal of expense, all of which I 
cheerfully underwent. Thus I perse- 
vered for the space of three years, but 
all my efforts ended in utter disappoint- 
ment.” 

The convert then refers to the prac- 
tice of various other acts of superstition, 
and proceeds: 

“Besides the above, many are the at- 
tempts I made for the purification of my 
soul. I made pilgrimages to Tirukoo- 
talan, Pavanasam, Tiruchentoor, Velvy- 
maley, Murutuvamaley, Cape Comorin, 
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ete. I carried the sacred Kavady, or 
canopy, with offerings for various tem- 
ples, acted the part of menial servant to 
many ascetics, gave alms, erected fanes, 
by all of which my property was wasted, 
my health impaired, and the comforts of 
my family and the peace of my mind de- 
stroyed. Then I began to reflect seriously 
upon my wretched condition, and lifted 
my heart towards the Divine Spirit, and 
said, ‘O God, I have subjected myself to 
many hardships, inconveniences and ex- 
penses in the performance of these irk- 
some duties, believing them to be in ac- 
cordance with thy will. But I am still 
a stranger to that peace which arises 
from obedience to thy commands. Re- 
veal unto me, therefore, O God, that 
Book which contains a true record of thy 
will, and introduce me into the society 
of those who are thy faithful servants.’ 


“Then I was directed by a dream to 
join my family, which I did; but contin- 
ued to beseech God in the same way. 
Thus, when it came to be known among 
my friends and relatives that my feelings 
were rather in favor of Christianity, 
some were displeased with me, others 
persuaded me to give up my new belief, 
while a most intimate friend and disciple 
of mine conjured me, by a Guru of great 
sanctity, not to speak of Christianity to 
anybody. Unwilling to forfeit the good- 
will of my friends, and dreading their 
displeasure, I gave up reading the Word 
of God, and had recourse to the old poo- 
jas, quieting my conscience with the sup- 
position that Christianity is not the only 
way of salvation, that a man in Hinduism 
can be saved, if he will only perform such 
good works as are acceptable to the 
Deity. I believed there were evidently 
instances of persons that have so obtain- 
ed heavenly bliss, and that therefore it 
does not appear that a profession of 
Christianity is essential to salvation. 

“Moreover, I tried to dissuade Nagen- 
dran, the new convert, who was formerly 
a disciple of mine, from going to the 
place of public worship on Sundays. Be- 
ing apprised of all this, the assistant mis- 
sionary called at my house one Sabbath 
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avening in November last, read and ex- 
plained the case of the conversion of 
Cornelius and of his household, and, af- 
ter showing that it is utterly impossible 
for man to obtain pardon of sin and the 
sanctification of the soul by alms-giving, 
prayer and fasting, or by any other kind 
of external praiseworthy conduct, ex- 
horted me with great earnestness and 
anxiety to become a disciple of Christ 
without further delay, urging that my 
delay would most certainly tend to the 
ruin, not only of my soul, but of the 
souls of those who believe and honor me 
as their Guru; for which I would have 
to answer to God in the day of judg- 
ment. 

“God blessed the exhortation, so that 
my heart was filled with fear and apx- 
iety. I forthwith entered my closet, and, 
kneeling down before the flowers that 
were heaped for the performance of my 
usual pooja, and fixing my thoughts on 
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, I im- 
plored God to pardon my sins and make 
me his servant. From that moment the 
poojahs ceased, and my mind began to 
find peace. Ever since I have had the 
boldness to associate myself more freely 
with the service of God, and attend Di- 
vine service with them. 

“On last New Year's day, the Rev. 
Mr. Duthie presented me with a Bible, 
observing that it was the only true Veda, 
and advising me to read it very carefully. 
Since that time I became much more 
regular in reading God's Word, and came 
to the assistant missionary to get difficult 
passages explained, and prayed with him 
and with Devadasen, evangelist. Also, 
I occasionally conversed with Mr. Duthie, 
who earnestly advised me to make an 
open profession of my faith in Jesus by 
receiving baptism. After much delay and 
hesitation, I at length made up my mind 
to ask him to baptize me, and, as he has 
kindly admitted me to this ordinance, I 
now stand here before God and before 
you his church, and beseech you all to 
pray that the Lord would confirm me in 
the faith, embolden me to proclaim his 
name without fear among those who are 
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yet ignorant of it, and that He would 
condescend to convert my wife and 
children, and other relatives and friends, 
and make them serve at his holy feet. 
Everlasting thanks be to the true and 
living God, who had compassion on 
me in the deep perplexity of my sinful 
mind, and revealed unto me his only 
Son Jesus, enabling me by his Holy 
Spirit to lay my sins at his feet and re- 
ceive peace. Amen.”—Christian Intelli- 
gencer. 


THE RE-ACTIVE INFLUENCE OF 


MISSIONS. 


An objection sometimes urged against 
the foreign missionary enterprise is, that 
by engaging in such work abroad, we in- 
jure the cause of religion at home, by 
exhausting the funds needed for an efli- 
cient prosecution of Christian enterpris- 
es in the great West, and in our great 
cities. The testimony, however, of those 
who have fully examined this subject is 
all the other way, and proves that the 
agencies for home evangelization have 
been called forth and best sustained by 
those who have most zealously labored 
for foreign missions. The reiictive influ- 
ence of the work abroad has been felt by 
these men, and has incited them to a Vig- 
orous prosecution of home enterprises of 
benevolence. The Rev. Dr. Archibald 
Alexander at the close of a long life, the 
greater part of which was devoted to the 
education of young men for the ministry, 
wrote as follows : 

“I appeal to facts, and on these we are 
willing to rest our cause. We say, then, 
that if the prosecution of foreign missions 
has actually lessened the resources, or 
diminished the zeal and vigor of our 
churches at home, we will cease to urge 
the subject any longer on your attention. 

But how stands the fact? I appeal now 
especially to those who, like myself, are 
advanced in years. My brethren, has 
anything occurred within your remem= 
brance which has given so great a spring 
to vital piety in the churches, as the en- 
terprise of sending missionaries to the 
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heathen ? Has it not been the means of 
enlarging the views, and elevating the 
aims of Christians, in regard to the duty 
of promoting pious and benevolent ob- 
jects of every kind? When, before, has 
so much been done to diffuse religious 
knowledge, and to extend the means of 
instruction to the poor and destitute ? 
And who are they who most abound in 
acts of beneficence towards these objects ? 
Are they not those very persons who are 
most zealous and liberal in the support 
of foreign missions ? The fact is, that a 
new and holy impulse has been given to 
the Christian church, in consequence of 
this enterprise ; and already the church- 
es have been more than repaid for all 
their sacrifices and contributions for this 
cause. The waves which have by this 
means been put in motion, still go for- 
ward with increasing swell, and we can- 
not anticipate what will be the full effect. 

“And as to the Joss of men, I say they 
are not lost—not lost to the American 
churches. The disinterested and noble act 
of forsaking their native land and all their 
affectionate friends forever, does more 
good to the church than a life-time of com- 
mon labor. It teaches the whole religious 
community that Christianity has not lost 
its original power by the lapse of ages. 
It casts a dark shade upon the grovelling 
pursuits of this world, and has a mighty 
tendency to lift the soul upto God. The 
departure of a few devoted missionaries 
does not diminish the number of faithful 
pastors or laborers in the home missions ; 
—it increases them many fold. Many a 
pious youth is led to devote himself to 
the service of the Lord in the gospel of 
his Son, in imitation of the foreign mis- 
sionaries ; and many a youthful heart has 
received its first permanent religious im- 
pressions from perusing the accounts of 
the labors of these faithful men. And 
for myself I cannot doubt that the pub- 
lished journals of the missionaries have 
done us more good than the labors of 
their lives would have done, had they 
continued at home. 

I hope none will think I disparage the 
labors of pastors and home missionaries ; 
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this is far from my purpose. They, too 
are engaged in a good work; but their 
labors are rendered more useful by the 
existence of foreign missions. The stan- 
dard of their motives, in entering on and 
prosecuting their work, has been elevated 
by the self-denial of the foreign mission- 
ary ; so that they all begin to feel, more 
and more, that they are called to for- 
sake all for Christ—to consecrate every 
faculty to Christ; and to determine to 
know nothing but Christ and Him cruci- 
fied, and to glory in nothing but the cross 
of Christ.” 

An English Church missionary in In- 
dia, writing upon this subject, says: 

“Even if we do allow that our home 
heathen, who swarm in the courts and al- 
leys of our crowded cities, have the first 
claim upon us, is it not a fact that all the 
agencies—of which, happily, there are so 
many—for home evangelistic work, have 
grown out of and been called forth by 
those agencies which seek the evangel- 
ization of the heathen abroad ? 

“Tt is well known that the Church Pas- 
toral Aid Society owes its origin to a con- 
versation between two members of the 
committee of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety ; and similarly, in other cases, the re- 
flex influence of the real missionary spirit 
has always tended to infuse fresh life and 
vigor into the church athome. We are, 
therefore, led to this conclusion, that the 
best, if not the only, way to combat suc- 
cessfully the monster evils of sin and in- 
fidelity at home, is to wage an aggressive 
as well as a defensive war with our great 
adversary, Satan, and to carry the war 
into the very heart of his own more pe- 
culiar territory, such as heathen India, 
and China, and Africa may truly be said 
to be.” 

At the anniversaries in Dublin in 
April last of the Irish branches of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel and the Church Missionary Society, 
the chair was occupied by Archbishop 
Trench, who made earnest and excellent 
addresses in behalf of foreign missions. 
At the meeting of the Propagation Soci- 
ety, he said ; 
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“J desire the prosperity of the Society 
also for our own sake, for the reiictive 
influences, the zeal in missionary work 
it will be sure to exert on ourselves. I 
cannot believe that we can have earnest 
piety among ourselves, unless we feel 
that these blessings which we ourselves 
possess, we must impart to others ; and 
unless they are like fire in our bones that 
can set others alight with the same bless- 
ed fire—that fire which Christ came to 
kindle upon earth. I believe that when 
achurch renounces missionary work, or 
when a church is not expanding in the 
missionary work, there is something fatal- 
ly wrong in the heart. Iam sure that 
when ancient imperial Rome began to 
contract its dominions, and to recall its 
legions and armies from one and another 
distant land, and when, for instance, she 
left the Dacian provinces, and when, 
again, she left England, and could no 
longer possess it, as she had done for cen- 
turies, these were signs that she herself 
was stricken with death at the heart— 
that the augury was true concerning her. 
— Spirit of Missions. 


MADAGASCAR. 


The late anniversary of the London 
Missionary Society was one of great in- 
terest. Among the speakers were Rev. 
W. Ellis, so long known from his connec- 
tion with Madagascar, and Rev. Dr. Mul- 
lens, who has labored for many years in 
India, and who has been called home to 
become one of the secretaries of the So- 
ciety. As these speeches are full of de- 
tail and of information, we give the main 
parts of them. Mr. Ellis said: 

When he left Madagascar, at the close 
of his third visit, in the autumn of 1856, 
darkness brooded over the land and gross 
darkness over the people. They were 
altogether given over to idolatry through- 
out the length and breadth of the land, 
except at some few small points, where 
there was light, though that light was 
overshadowed by the fearful darkness, 
and shed its influence only over the 
hearts of those who had received it. He 
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well recollected the last night he spent 
there, before embarking for his native 
land. A number of the most distin- 
guished Christians had come to spend 
that night with him, and they remained 
together in prayer and conference from 
nine or ten at night to nearly two in the 
morning. Even then they did not dare 
to venture to return home without send- 
ing a person to look at all the avenues 
through which they could pass into the 
street ; because, such was the hatred of 
the government to any effort to promote 
Christianity, that sentinels were planted 
round his dwelling. in order to ascertain 
with whom he held intercourse, and, if 
possible, to overhear the subjects of their 
conversation. Had their visit been dis- 
covered, they would have been appre- 
hended, tried, and most likely put to 
death, or consigned to fetters. 

In the summer of 1861, however, tid- 
ings came that a great change had taken 
place, that the cloud that had so long 
brooded over the country was with- 
drawn, and that liberty to profess Chris- 
tianity had been granted to the people. 
As soon as these tidings arrived, the Di- 
rectors of the London Missionary Socie- 
ty, who, with their friends and support- 
ers, and a large portion of the Christian 
world, had been watching and praying 
that that day might come, asked him to 
return and to help the native Christians 
in maintaining their ground and in ex- 
tending the gospel around them. He be- 
lieved that within a fortnight after the 
arrival of that intelligence he was on 
board ship, on his way to the island, in 
order to sympathize in the joy, as he had 
sympathized in the tears, and sorrows, 
and sufferings, of those devoted men and 
women, and also to prepare the way for 
the arrival of those who should occupy 
the ground which the Lord had opened, 
so that not only in the central province, 
but throughout the whole island, the peo- 
ple might be made partakers of the 
glorious gospel of-the Son of God. 

God granted him a favorable passage, 
and in due time he reached the shores of 
Madagascar. He should never forget the 
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day when the vessel entered the harbor. 
The surf was rolling on each side and 
breaking in foam and spray; and as the 
vessel entered, he saw the same sandy 
beach, the same lowly huts, and the same 
battery, around which, on his first visit 
in 1853, were stuck up on poles the heads 
of thirteen Englishmen and. Frenchmen, 
to deter all foreigners from penetrating 
the country. Those emblems of cruelty 
and barbarity were removed, and floating 
over the battery was along white flag, 
bearing in scarlet letters the name of the 
new king, the friend of the Christians. 
This was not all ; for their ship had scarce- 
ly anchored before two Christian officers 
came to inquire whether he was there, 
and to tell him that messengers from the 
churches were coming to meet him, and 
an officer from the government to wel- 
come him and make provision for his 
journey to the capital. 

Since that time the work has pro- 
gressed satisfactorily, steadily, and glo- 
riously. There has not been much ob- 
servable ; there has been no great reli- 
gious movement among the people— 
nothing approximating to a revival; but 
there has been a gradual progress of re- 
ligious feeling. Inquiry had often been 
made, “What was it that first led you to 
think of becoming Christians, to wish to 
be baptized, to take the name of Christ ? 
Was it the reading of the Word of God, 
or a sermon ?” In some few instances 
these have been the means ; but generally 
it has been the spirit, character, conduct 
and conversation of members of their 
own families, and persons whom they 
were acquainted with. They would say, 
“TI remember this man, who was a thief ; 
this one, who was a drunkard; and this 
one, who was addicted to every vice, de- 
tested and avoided; and now there are 
not more honest, truthful, respectable, in- 
dustrious, affectionate men. There must 
be something in this new religion that ef- 
fects such changes.” The same ques- 
tions have been asked of the native 
preachers. 

It must not be supposed that Europeans 
were able to do more than instruct, and 
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direct, and superintend the movements 
of the goodly company of native laborers, 
who were far more able to carry on the 
work throughout the country than the 
Europeans. He had inquired of these 
native laborers what reason natives had 
given for wishing to be baptized, and 
they said that generally it bad been the 
influence of Christian companions. These 
were most satisfactory results, and show- 
ed that the work was not the work of 
man, nor effected by the power of man, 
but that it was the work of the Spirit of 
God, and effected by the working of the 
Spirit of God on the hearts of the people. 

Thirty-five years ago, the first converts 
to Christ in Madagascar—twenty in num- 
ber—were baptized and admitted to the 
church; and when he left the country 
last, there were in the capital alone eight 
congregations, and connected with them 
were 12,400 hearers. The communicants 
in those churches numbered 2,000, and 
there were some 200 waiting to be ad- 
mitted in March last. They had not been 
satisfied with maintaining the gospel in 
the capital; if they were to adopt that 
principle, they could not expect to evan- 
gelize Madagascar. Europeans could 
not be sent over the whole island; they 
could only establish churches at certain 
points. They had selected the capital 
as the centre and source of power and 
influence; and they were anxious to es- 
tablish a strong and efficient mission 
there, to build churches there, so fat as 
they could, upon a lasting foundation, 
and to leave that mission to extend the 
gospel until it should cover the whole 
island. They had also sent many of 
their best men to the villages round 
about the capital, where there were a 
few Christian families, to establish Chris- 
tian churches there; and there were no 
fewer than sixteen of these churches con- 
nected with two of the churches in the 
capital ; and connected with these sixteen 
churches there were 822 communicants. 
Ata place 100 miles to the west there 
were eight churches and 126 members. 
Ata place 200 miles to the south, the 
gospel was first preached by military of- 
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ficers ; teachers had been sent; there 
were now two congregations and church- 
es, and upwards of 100 communicants; 
and he regretted that two missionaries 
could not be sent there, for scarcely a 
month passed, but he received letters ask- 
ing for European teachers. The people 
were ready for the gospel, and he hoped 
the Society would furnish the means, and 
the colleges the men, that were required, 
In the aggregate there were about 3,000 
communicants in the churches associated 
with the mission ; and the communicants 

were about one in six of the professors of 
Christianity. 

Nothing surprised him more on his re- 
turn to Madagascar than to find the care 
the native pastors had exercised in ad- 
mitting members, and the consequent 
purity of the church; for not only had 
they required that a man must profess 
faith in Christ, repentance for sin, and 
hope of heaven, but they had insisted 
that his life and conversation must be 
consistent with all the requirements of 
the New Testament. This had been the 
rule rigidly adhered to, or there might 
have been double the number of commu- 
nicants. During four years, the occa- 
sions on which it had been necessary to 
exercise discipline had been exceedingly 
rare; he did not think the occasions 
had been more than three, in which it 
had been necessary to suspend a member. 
If one had been in any way inconsistent 
in his conduct, he would be respectfully 
told to keep away from the communion ; 
and if he did not, he would not be per- 
mitted to join it. 

He left Madagascar in darkness and 
suffering in 1856; and before and since, 
there had been severe and deadly perse- 
cution; of which, for the short period 
that it had embraced Christianity, Mada- 
gascar had had an unusual share. Per- 
secution commenced in 1847, within 
twelve months of his leaving; and dur- 
ing that persecution eight men were 
poisoned, thirteen (including some of the 
most intelligent and distinguished among 
the church-leaders,) were stoned to death, 
250 were sold into slavery, and fifty-seven 
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were subjected to a new punishment— 
invented because the ingenuity of the 
heathen party had been exhausted in 
the employment of other punishments to 
deter men from following Christ. The 
smiths belonging to the government were 
ordered to forge ponderous iron fetters. 
With these, fifty-seven Christian men 
and women were loaded and sent away 
to distant parts, where the fever pre- 
vailed, in order that they might become 
the victims of that, and that its pains 
might be added to the torture of their 
fetters, in which they were to remain 
until they died, so that their death might 
be rendered more physically agonizing 
to themselves, and more appallingly ter- 
rible to others. ‘They were sent in dir 
ferent directions—east, west, north and 
south of the capital—and_they were put 
into the fetters in gangs of five, seven 
and nine. The irons were not to be re- 
moved until after death; and many of 
them died within twelve months. To 
remove the fetters the soldiers cut off 
the hands and feet of the victims, and 
left the bodies to be devoured by dogs or 
birds, or to be buried by friends. Often 
one would die, and remain attached to 
the living victims by the fetters. 

Mr. Ellis exhibited a massive iron bar, 
about a yard long, having a loop at each 
end. Rings were passed through these, 
and through the rings others that were 
fastened round the necks of the victims. 
He also exhibited a ring such as the an 
kles were secured by. ‘the weight of 
the bar and rings for the neck, he said, 
was about fifty pounds, and the ankle 
rings weighed about seven and one-halt 
pounds each. The man who wore the 
bar and rings he produced had a father 
and sister who died in fetters, and a 
brother who wore them four years and 
four months. Some of the sufferers of 
this new torture he saw ; they were help- 
less, emaciated, bedridden; scars and 
wounds were in their flesh, but peace 
and joy in their hearts. There were 
seven or nine of the immediate relatives 
of these sufferers in his congregation one 
Sabbath. He never heard from them an 
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expression of vindictiveness or of desire 
for revenge ; they bad no evil wishes for 
those who inflicted the torture ; they de- 
sired that they might hear the Word of 
God, know Christ, and enjoy a happy im- 
mortality. There was no repining, no 
sense of wrong; but there was thankful- 
ness that they had been able to be faith- 
ful. These sufferers were not sent to 
these distant parts merely that they might 
get the fever. One object aimed at was 
that they should intimidate the people of 
the city, that the people might see in the 
degradation, the intensity, and the per- 
petuity of the sufferings of these victims, 
the enormity and heinousness of their 
crimes, and thus be warned from follow- 
ing their example. There were market- 
days weekly, and on those days the suf- 
ferers were marched in gangs round the 
market; but as they could not possibly 
walk alone, a soldier walked between 
two sufferers to bear the weight of the 
massive bar, and thus the victims were 
dragged along. 

Although it was intended to strike ter- 
ror into the inhabitants, the result had 
been very different from what had been 
anticipated. The hearts of the specta- 
tors were touched, and they said, “What 
have these people done? They are not 
murderers, thieves, traitors; there must 
be something peculiar about them.” The 
victims were generally consigned to the 
care of the heathen party and their 
priests; and the people said, “There 
must be something to make the heathen 
party so embittered against these men; 
there must be something we know noth- 
ing about, to enable them to bear all this 
affliction and suffering in so cheerful and 
uncomplaining a manner.” This led them 
to make more inquiries; and the result 
might be indicated by what it was in one 
place he had visited, in company with a 
survivor out of a company of seven who 
had been walked round the market-place 
in fetters. There, and in several sur- 
rounding villages, Christian congrega- 
tions and churches were established, and 
zealous missionaries were employed in ex- 
tending the gospel; and there were not, 
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in any direction from the capital, so many 
village churches, so many evangelists, and 
so much work going on, as there were in 
these villages which surrounded the 
scene of this persecution. 

He exhibited the fetters, not to gratify 
an idle ora vain curiosity ; they were 
evidences of the conflict and trials in- 
volved in the work in which they were 
engaged; they were evidences of the 
need of missionary effort, of the necessi- 
ty for continued, extended, augmented 
missionary effort to change the hearts of 
the heathen ; they were evidence of the 
fact that the hearts of the heathen were 
full of all hatred, malice, cruelty ; they 
were evidence of the intensity of the 
hate and the consequent barbarity and 
murderous cruelty of heathenism when 
it could carry out its designs; they were 
evidence of the truth of the Word of 
God, which declared that the dark places 
of the earth were full of the habitations 
of cruelty ; and they were evidences of 
the power of faith, and love, and con- 
stancy in the Christians of Madagascar. 

These fetters had been worn by men 
because they believed in Jesus Christ, 
and professed faith in Him. The vic- 
tims might have avoided all their suffer- 
ing if they would only have renounced 
the name of Jesus Christ, in which case 
they would have been clothed with hon- 
or, enriched with gifts, and raised to dis- 
tinction; but they declined these and 
they suffered on; they suffered on, year 
after year, until death brought deliver- 
ance, “enduring as seeing Him whois in- 
visible, and not accepting deliverance at 
the hands of those who had tortured 
them, expecting a better and more 
glorious resurrection.” Here was the 
patience of saints, the power of faith, 
the power that heathenism itself had in 
Madagascar acknowledged, and which it 
could not. effectually and successfully 
resist. The last fetters were broken when 
Radama ascended the throne in 1861; 
there had been none worn since; there 
had been no persecution since ; the pres- 
ent government was avowedly heathen, 
but Christianity was free, respected and 
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not resisted. Thank God for that ; thank 
also our beloved sovereign, Queen Victo 
ria. In the draft of a proposed treaty 
sent out from England to Madagascar—a 
treaty of amity and commerce between 
England and Madagascar—there occur- 
red these remarkable words: 

“Queen Victoria asks, as a matter of 
personal favor to herself, that the Queen 
of Madagascar will allow no persecution 
of the Christians.” 

When he read these words he felt his 
heart glow with loyalty to his country, 
and he was glad that God prompted 
Victoria’s queenly heart to send such a 
request far across the water to a woman’s 
ear, and, by God's blessing, to a woman’s 
heart. In the treaty that was signed a 
month before he came over, there occur- 
red these words : 

“In accordance with the wish of Queen 
Victoria, the Queen of Madagascar en- 
gages that there shall be no persecution 
of Christians in Madagascar.” 

God save the Queen! God save the 
Queen of Madagascar.—For. Miss. 


DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED IN Avcust, 1866. 
United States. 


A friend, for the erection of a. 
rmanent building for the 
heological School at Ran- 

goon, Burmah, 4547.40 


aine. 


Waterville, ch., a friend, to be 
expended under care of Rev. 
W. Ward, Sibsagor, Assam, 
50; Warren, Ladies’ For. Miss. 
Soc. -» Mrs. E. A. Richardson 
tr., 12; Jefferson, Ist ch. and 
soe. Livermore Falls, G. 
M. Robinson 4; 


New Hampshire. 


Antrim, ch., Mark True tr., 10; 
Lebanon, ch. , for sup. of Moung 
Shay Nhw 0, ‘pat. pr. in Prome, 
Burmah, 50; 


71.00 


60.00 
Vermont. 


Plainfield, H. P. Chamberlin 
Mary Chamberlin 3; H. 
Harris 1, tow. gr of Soo sa 
nat. pr., care 0 
Thomas, Henthada, 


Massachusetts. 


South Sudbury, L. Goodenough 
+ 15; Boston, Old Colony Miss. 


10.00 


Donations. 


Sab. sch., tow. sup. of a boy, 
care of Rev. E. P. Scott, Now- 
gong, Assam, 25; 40.00 


Boston South Asso., Dorchester, 
a friend, tow. sup. "of Brainard 
W. Barrows, a pupil in Rev. 
L. Jewett’s sch. at Nellore, 12; 
Hyde Park and Fairmount, 
Sab. sch., T. C. Evans tr., to 
be expended under care of Rev. 
A. Bunker and wife, Toungoo, 
Burmah, 50; 

Boston North Asso., Reading, 
Salem st. ch., R. C. Tottan 
15; W oburn, Ladies’ Miss. 
Soc. 25; Charlestown, ~~ ch., 
Boardman Miss. Soc., L. 
DeWolfe tr., 350; Old Cam- 
taorab ch., J. R. Dana tr., 


1697.20 
Salem Asso., Gloucester, ch., H. 
G. Sanford, tow. sup. of Kan- 
dura, care Rev. M. Bronson, 
Nowg gong, As 
Westfield Asso. “Holyoke, 24 ch., 
E. Chase tr., 
Worcester Aseo., Bellingham, 
ch., Sab. sch. 


62.00 


30.00 
100.00 


Connecticut. 
Norwich, Central ch., Ladies’ 
Mite Soc., Mrs. L. Thompson 
tr., for the Shan Mission, 55; 
Bridgeport, Ist ch. 43.50; 


New York, 


Rochester, 1st ch., Sab. sch.,class 
of little girls under care of Mrs. 
Stillson, to be expended under 
care of Rev. Wm. Dean, Bang- 
kok, Siam, 8; S. H. Phinney, 
tow. sup. of ‘Moung Lee- -dee, 
nat. pr., care Rev. M. H. Bix- 
by, oungoo, Burmah, 10; 

Macedon, Perry 4; Mor- 
risonville, Plattsburg, ch. 20- 
.63; Mumford, ch. and con., 
tow. sup. of Rev. M. B. Com- 
fort and = of wh. 7 is fr. 
Sub. sch., 29.27; 

a per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 

eC., 

Hudson River Central Asso., 
Middletown, ch. 90.34; Corn- 
wall, ch. 8.00; Peekskill, ch. 
22.25; 121.39 

Hudson River North Asso., Al- 
bany, Pearl st. ch. 

Hudson River South Asso., New 


York, Amity st. ch. 121.00 
Broome and ioga Asso., Castle 
Creek, ch. 16.00 


Madison ae Cazenovia, Vil- 


age 
Union , Bedford, ch. 37.49; 
Banksville, ch. 4; 
Erie Asso., Fredonia, Sab. sch., 


tow. of .Miss at 
Bangkok, Siam, 60; E. M. 
Pettit 60; 120.00 


Cortland Asso., Groton, ch. 
Asso., "Hancock, ch., 4- 
9; coll. at ” Asso. 36.55; 

Otsego Asso., Rev. J. N. Hobart 
tr., 30; W infield, ch., 11.50; 

Buffalo Asso., Buffalo, W ashing- 
ton st. ch. 222. 80; High st. 
Miss. Sab. sch. 15; 


41.50 
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2.23 
—1931.43 


98.50 
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Rensselaerville Asso., children of 
B. Rundell 


New Jersey. 
Paterson, Ist ch., David B. 


Beame tr., 
a per Rev. H. A. Smith, Dist. 
ec. 
Trenton, Central ch. 


Ohio. 


Marietta, 1st ch., P. E. Pearce tr., 
42.62; Cleveland, German ch., 
Sab. sch., for sup. of nat. pr., 
50; Warren, ch. 133.50; 

Coll. per Rey. G. H. Brigham, 
Dist. Sec., 

Clinton Asso., Little Miami, ch. 

Scioto Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Wills Creek Asso., Otsego ch. 

Meigs Creek Asso., coll. at Asso. 
32.48; McConnelsville, ch., of 
wh. 9.61 is fr. Sab. sch., 32.25; 
Beverly, Sab. sch. 6; Rock- 
field, ch. 8; Windsor, ch. 6.10; 

Austin, Rev. G. T. Jones 

Kirkland, a friend 


Pennsylvania. 


Canton, Rev. E. Loomis, per Rev. 
B. Griffith, 
Coll. per Rev. I. A. Smith, Dist. 


eC., 

Northumberland Asso., Berwick, 
ch., in part, 16.07; Danville, 
ch., in part, 7.253 

Bridgewater Asso., Liberty, ch. 
6.78; Gibson and Jackson, ch., 
in part, 18; New Milford, ch., 
in part, 20; Susquehanna, ch. 
5; Montrose, Master Amos 
Morse 75 cts.; Anna 8. Morse 


10 cts. ; 
North Philadelphia Asso., Har- 
risburg, a friend of missions 
Central Union Asso., West Ches- 
ter, Sab. sch., Miss Mary 
Wood's class, “seed-sowers,” 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. 
J. L. Douglass, Bassein, Bur- 
mah, 2; Radnor, ch. 10.77; 

Philadelphia Asso., Great Valley, 
ch. 47.86; New Britain, ch. 34- 
15; 

Wyoming Asso., Wilkesbarre,ch. 

Abington Asso., coll. at Asso. 45- 
-60; Bethany, ch. 50 cts. ; 


Illinois. 


Greenville, Almira Mission Soc., 
tow. sup. of a student, care 
Rev. M. H. Bixby, Toungoo, 
Burmah, 92; Henry, Mrs. E. 
Hoyt, for the Henthada Miss., 


2; 

Coll. per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, 
Dis. Sec., 

Clear Creek Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Edwardsville Asso., Upper Al- 
ton, ch. 

Fox River Asso., Downers Grove, 
ch. 7.75; Napierville, ch. 12.75; 

Galesburg Asso., Galesburg, 1st 
ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of Sau 
Wah, nat. pr., care Rev. I. D. 
Colburn, Tavoy, Burmah, 


Donations. 


-00 
—1188.52 


84.83 
5.00 


35.50 
——375.74 


50.00 


94.00 


16.00 
20.00 
20.50 


50.00 


Illinois River Asso., Galva, ch., 
to con. Rev. L. D. Gowen H. 
L. M., 100; Peoria, Adams st. 
ch., a friend 4; 

Louisville Asso., coll. at Asso. 
28, Centralia, ch. 4.65; Xenia, 
ch. 9.30; 

Nine Mile Asso., DuQuoin, ch., 
Rev. J. Cole 

Quincey Asso., Quincy, Vermont 
st. ch., E. Gove 250; Payson, 
ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of a 
boy in Mikir sch., Nowgong, 
Assam, 17.50; 

Rock Island Asso., Genesee, ch. 

Salem Asso., coll. at Asso. 61- 
-15; Macomb, ch. 15.50; Rari- 
tan, ch. 11.75; 

Springticld Asso., Pana, Sab. sch. 


Indiana, 


Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, 
Dist. See., 

White Water Valley Asso., coll. 
at Asso. 

Mount Zion Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Bedford Asso., coll. at Asso. 17- 
.30; Stanford, ch. 4.30; 

Sand Creek Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Flat Rock Asso., coll. at Asso. 
388; Mud Creek, ch. 5; Mount 
Pleasant, 2d ch. 50.50; Colum- 
bus, ch. 2.75; 

Asso., Ebenezer, 
ch. 


Towa. 
Coll. per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. See., 
Western Iowa Asso., coll. at Asso. 


Michigan. 

Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Jackson Asso., tow. con. Rev. H. 
M. Gallup H. L. M., 15; Al- 
bion, ch. 11; 

Lenawee Asso., Adrian, ch., bal., 

Washtenaw Assc., bal., tow. 
const. Rey. N. Eastwood H. 


“ae 


Wisconsin. 


Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Lake Shore Asso., Scott, ch., Rev. 
A. T. Miller 

Asso., Oshkosh, Ist 
ch. 

Primrose, Danes, by Rev. L. 

orgason, 


Minnesota. 


Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Southern Minnesota Asso., Wi- 
nona, ch. 


acies. 


Leg: 
Lynn, Mass., Dea. Jonathan 


Bacheller, in part, 
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04.00 


267.50 


17.10 


88.40 
4.60 
— 729.05 


114.15 
$9907.21 


1738.59 
$11,645.71 


P ae from April 1 to Aug. 31, 1866, $31,951- 


150.00 41.95 
24.57 5.00 
174.57 
— 
226.12 
10. 
2.00 
10.35 
2.60 
9.00 
96.25 
11.00 
—— 150.80 
23.59 
9.85 
50.63 
10.00 
26.00 
62.85 
42.20 
12.77 — 131.05 
82.01 
12.95 
46.10 19.75 
3.10 
4.25 
—— 27.10 


